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Introduction 
Bhaktivinod-Saraswati-Gaura Vani Seva 

 
rila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Gosvami Thakur 
Prabhupad told us– “If I seek The Path leading to that 

Absolute Truth, then I must ignore the countless voices of popular 
wisdom and listen only to that of the realized soul.” 

Our ultimate goal is to do something concrete about Bhaktivinod 
– Gaura – Saraswati Vani Seva in a massive way to arrest the present 
perverted tide of negative preaching mode.  All thought we all know 
that the kripapatra of Paramahamsa Jagat Guru Sri Srila Bhakti 
Pramod Puri Goswami Maharaj – Srila Shyam Das Babaji Maharaj – 
who is very much in line with His Guru Deva and Parama Guru Deva 
Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur Prabhupad never 
want to make any disciple or any temple, or never he like to go to 
foreign country, still he is always ready to render perfect Vani -Seva 
by the order of Sri Gurudeva and Guru Varga. 

Bhaktivinod-Saraswati-Gaura-vani is the fully blossomed form of  
Saraswati Gaudiya shrouta pantha. Transcendental teachings flowing 
intact way through supremely pure Guru parampara in the form of 
nonstop Harikatha-Kirtan is shrouta pantha.  “Bhaktivinod-dhara can 
never be stopped” -this is the blessing of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta 
Saraswati Gosvami Thakur Prabhupada, so still today we can keep 
hope. Through the process of perfect sravana-pantha eventually 
Supreme Lord going to sit inside the heart of a sat shisya immediately. 
All the antaranga parshadas of Sriman Mahaprabhu ( intimate 
associates)—like  Śrīla Svarūpa Dāmodara Gosvāmī, Śrī Rāya 
Rāmānanda, Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī, Śrīla Sanātāna Gosvāmī, Śrīla 
Raghunātha dāsa Gosvāmī, Śrīla Kṛṣṇadāsa Kavirāja Gosvāmī, Śrīla 
Viśvanātha Cakravartī Ṭhākura or all those in the modern era like Śrīla 
Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura, Śrīla Prabhupāda Bhakti Siddhānta Sarasvatī 
Ṭhākura, Śrī Śrīmad Bhakti Pramoda Puri Gosvāmī Mahārāja, Srila 
Bhakti Pragyan Kesava Gosvami Maharaj,  Srila Bhakti Rakshak Sridhar 
Dev-Goswami Maharaj etc. they all are the main protectors of this 
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shrouta-vani- vaibhava. The only duty of an Acarya is to give full 
protection to ‘sampradayik vani vaibhava’, and nothing else, because 
if ‘sampradayik vani vaibhava’ (the real secret treasure) is protected 
then automatically we can find proper solution everywhere and we 
can run our mission very smoothly. If all our center point is one and 
the same, in that case no Question of any infighting. Srila Prabhupada 
used to speak that–“Neither we are interested about public 
happiness, nor about private happiness, we are only interested to 
seek the entire satisfaction (entire happiness) of the Supreme Lord “. 
Our very cheap self-interest going to put us in trouble, so we are going 
to lose the center point of devotion (bhakti). Due to the influence of 
Kali many sense enjoyers and unqualified individuals those who have 
disregard for the scriptural evidence– they always try to conceal or 
distort the truth for their personal gain so that none can get the exact 
message (information) of that Absolute truth (about the Supreme 
Lord). Half-truth is not truth– which is more dangerous than lie. 

pṛthivīte ĵata kathā dharma-nāme cale 
bhāgavata kahe saba paripūrṇa chale 

Jaiva Dharma (Phala Śruti 1) 
All the philosophical-cults in this world that are celebrated as 

dharma have been condemned as utterly deceptive by Śrīmad-
Bhāgavatam. 

Because of the prominency of such fraudulent Ideologists in the 
world today, we feel it very urgent to present this ‘sampradayik-
shrouta-vani’ intact way without any edition and alteration, we think 
this is the perfect time to render this kind of perfect seva, when many 
so called followers of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu are preaching chala-
dharma (in the name of  Bhagavat-dharma they are going to speak 
something else) in the name of Gaudiya Vaishnavisum. Our aim is to 
protect and preserve Bhaktivinoda-dhara to the best of our ability. 
The publisher honestly want to try to present the exact ‘sampradayik-
shrouta vani vaibhava.’ 

 

Gaura Hari Hari Bol 
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Worldly and Spiritual News 
(By Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode) 

 

ewspapers that make the readers happy by daily 
writing of new topics only write about varieties of the 

material world, but the topics of Lord Hari are different. They never 
become old. The more one hears or speaks of the Lord the more one 
relishes these topics. O readers! If you have any attachment for the 
topics of Hari, then again and again relish the descriptions written by 
the mahājanas. Although this newspaper [in which this article first 
appeared] is very small, nevertheless in each edition the conclusive 
descriptions of the mellows of devotional service written by the 
previous mahājanas are published part by part. Since there is no 
question of worldly stories in this paper, we must publish some 
compositions of the previous great learned scholars. The material 
world is full of nonsense talks; therefore, do not avoid relishing the 
pastimes and the science of devotional service available in this small 
newspaper, Śrī Sajjana-toṣaṇī. There is no doubt that the 
compositions of the previous great saintly persons will be more 
covered than our own writings. Another point of consideration is that 
those who are fond of reading should certainly read the devotional 
work of the previous saintly persons. If such readers gradually enter 
into and relish these writings, they will obtain immense pleasure. 
Unfortunately, we love to read our own writing or the writing of some 
new modern authors. But when we deeply absorb ourselves in the 
compositions of the mahājanas, we no longer like the modern 
compositions. The point is that we think we can compose better than 
the mahājanas, but when this illusion is destroyed we no longer like 
the modern compositions. Great personalities and poets are not 
always coming to the material world. They are rare. Therefore, it is 
very difficult to find great poets after Jayadev Goswami and Sri Rupa 
Goswami. Only when some recipients of Sri Krishna’s mercy appear in 
this world will we again see books like Śrī Gīta-govinda and Śrī 
Bhāgavatāmṛta. To feel happy by reading the work of modern authors 
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and poets is like imagining one is relishing milk by drinking buttermilk 
because there is an absence of milk. We do not find any writing 
sweeter than the writing of the mahājanas. Oh! What can be a more 
instructive book about rasa than Bhakti-rasāmṛta-sindhu? All glories 
to Sri Rupa Goswami! All glories to Sri Sanatan Goswami! We do not 
find any sweet and conclusive composition other than their 
compositions. O readers! Please daily relish the essence of Śrī 
Brahma-saṁhitā, Śrī Kṛṣṇa-karṇāmṛta, and Śrī Bhāgavatāmṛta. 

 — Śrī Sajjana-toṣaṇī 10.5, quoted in Śrī Bhaktivinoda Vāṇī 
Vaibhava, chapter 39 

 

 

Pearls of Instructions Collected from the Divine 
Harikatha of Shri Shyam Das Baba 

 
audiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati 
Gosvami Maharaja told that: “Material people will 
always go on speaking all material topics in front of you, 

you cannot stop them. But try to remain indifferent to such bazaar 
gossips. Stick firmly to your cherished goals. No lack or impediments 
of the world will stand in the way of your Bhajan. Pay due respect to 
the extroverts of the world but do not be appreciative of their 
manners and conduct. Try to keep yourself aloof. And if your target 
(shuddha Bhakti) is fixed up, then really no amount of trouble can 
stand in the way of your Bhajan. That is the secret of your Bhajan.”  

If we really want to get some amrita, then we have to suffer at 
present. It’s not so easy. One should make a strong resolution that we 
cannot miss this topmost opportunity of human life that we are now 
getting. If we miss it, there is no guarantee in our next life we will 
again get such a chance. 
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roper adjustment does not mean that an elevated Sadhu 
must come down to our low level. Rather, we will have 

to elevate ourselves up to that level. This is called actual Sadhu sanga. 
Once Srila Prabhupada was speaking Harikatha at the bank of Radha 
Kunda at Sri Kunja Bihari Math in front of some educated professors 
and teachers. After hearing the excellent Harikatha from Srila 
Prabhupada, the professors started requesting him to present the 
topics in a more understandable way. Because of their poor spiritual 
knowledge, they made the request. They could not fully realize the 
topics.  

Srila Prabhupada responded, “You see, if the speaker (the Sadhu) 
can help you all to come up to the level of the speaker instead of 
coming down to your level, then what is wrong with that? If you can 
get habituated to hear and digest the high thoughts and siddhanta of 
Hari-Bhajan, then you can get more and more benefit.” 

                            
n the topic of shuddha bhakti dhara, Sri Srila Bhakti 
Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur Prabhupada never approved 

of a reconciliatory mood. My Gurudeva, Srila Bhakti Pramod Puri 
Gosvami Maharaja, used to say you have to scrutinize the whole Lila 
of Srila Prabhupada very carefully. From each different angle we will 
have to realize all aprakrita lilas of Srila Prabhupada. And by the mercy 
of Srila Prabhupada we can realize everything provided our dedication 
unto the Lotus Feet of Srila Prabhupada is genuine. We cannot make 
any compromise with anybody regarding Gaudiya Siddhanta vichar 
and seva. Srila Prabhupada always used to say, “We Gaudiyas must 
maintain some specialty.” Srila Prabhupada meant to clarify the 
specialties regarding seva and siddhanta. If at all we are going to make 
any compromise with sahajiya, then surely we will have to lose some 
good and accept some bad. This is quite impossible in regards to 
suddha bhakti dhara, as shown by Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur and Srila 
Prabhupada. If we follow strict rules and regulations in the beginning 
and get habituated, then in future it will be very easy. Don’t lose your 
level; try to maintain the standard. If we love Prabhupada, we cannot 
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say Prabhupada is too tough. Love means all in all. If I love Prabhupada 
then there cannot be any compromise. Even in the material world, I 
can give one example, there was one girl and she was coming from a 
very rich family, but she fell in love with one poor motor mechanic. 
Then the father of the girl was bound to say, “I cannot accept you as 
my daughter if you marry that guy.” Then that girl said, “Love is love. 
I cannot throw him away simply because he is poor. I can leave you 
and go away if the situation demands so.” Then she went away even 
leaving her father. She was never habituated to live life in poverty but 
still it was possible for her to make a total adjustment for her husband. 
Why? Simply because she was in love with her husband. Also, our 
Guruvarga came from high families but when they found the nectar 
of Srila Prabhupada, they were ready to give up their whole life and 
belongings. The unique love affair of Srimati Radha Rani was so strong 
that no impediment could stand in the way of Her love for Krsna. That 
is the mystery of a great love affair. 

                             
f we are confused and unable to recognize pure Guru-
Vaishnava,  then this is a great offense. So we should 

remember this point very carefully. Sometimes we find some 
extraordinary qualities in some ordinary man. That is called pratibha. 
But pratibha is surely not bhakti. We must be very careful about this 
point. Sometimes we are in confusion when observing some special 
quality such as oratorship, speaking power, writing power, 
speculative power or technical power, in someone. We can see the 
example of Dig Vijayi Pandit. Surely he was enjoying the full kripa of 
material Sarasvati, but in front of Sriman Mahprabhu he was just 
puzzled. Why?  Because aprakrita Sarasvati is the vidya shakti of the 
Supreme Lord who is always there with Her Lord. So how it is possible 
for Dig Vijayi Pandit to establish his own vidya Shakti in front of Sriman 
Mahaprabhu? 

Sometimes we see that some of our Guruvarga may not have 
sufficient material education. But surely they are realized souls. Yet 
sometimes still we can see they are going to take some help from 
some material pratibha ban genius. Why? Simply because they want 
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to utilize the special quality for the cause of Guru and Gauranga seva. 
This is Their causeless mercy upon them. We should remember that 
bhakti is the natural function of our soul, and that aprakrita divya 
jñāna can always be found with Sadhu-Guru-Vaishnava. Special 
pratibha in the form of material knowledge or capacity cannot stay for 
long with bound souls. But if the Guruvarga somehow utilizes the 
particular pratibha of any jivattma for the cause of aprakrita seva, 
then what is wrong in that? In that case, we should not have the 
misconception that the pratibha ban genius is more important than 
Guru-Vaishnava. Even the Yogis and Jñānis must somehow take the 
help of Bhakti Devi to get success in their line of Bhajan. Otherwise, 
they can never come out successful. That is the excellent and unique 
divine glory of Bhakti Devi. 

                                
n a place where aprakrita Harikatha-Kirtan is going on 
there cannot be any problem or danger. Once Srila 

Prabhupada was invited to speak Harikatha in the house of some 
important devotee. There was also a big Yagja going on there. Srila 
Prabhupada was speaking Harikatha nearby at a separate place. It so 
happened that the young grandson of the host who in a playing mood  
suddenly fell down into the fire. When the message of the incident 
went to Srila Prabhupada, he said with full placidity that since 
Harikatha was going on there could be no danger. It really happened 
just like this: that boy came out of the fire without any injury. From 
that moment, everybody present realized in their hearts that at the 
place where aprakrita Harikatha is going on there can be no problems. 

                          
 particular incident demonstrates the indirect kripa of 
Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur. One year after Srila 

Bhaktivinod Thakur left this material world, one group of so-called 
devotees approached Srila Prabhupada and started complaining, “You 
never allow us to do the Lila-kirtans like the ones they sing in 
Shantipur but Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinod Thakur always used to 
allow us such Lila-Kirtans. Then Srila Prabhupada started giving an 
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answer to them. With a laughing mood he addressed them in the 
following way. “You have never seen Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur. That is 
why you all are making this kind of remark. Now only one year has 
passed and in the meantime there is already so much confusion and 
misunderstanding arising about the teachings of Srila Bhaktivinod 
Thakur”. Srila Prabhupada told them that Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur 
never had actually allowed them to do that kind of Sahajiaya kirtan 
but they could be sure some secret motive was behind that kind of 
external permission.”  

If we look into the life of  Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur, we can see 
how strict he was about Gaudiya Siddhanta Vichar. But at the same 
time, he was clever enough to arrange kripa for averse people. He 
indirectly and externally arranged Lila-kirtan to attract common 
masses. But he himself never used to hear that kind of Sahajiya Lila-
Kirtan. When people used to come to attend that kind of Sahajiya Lila 
Kirtan, they would also automatically see the great devotee, Srila 
Bhaktivinod Thakur, doing Harinam with his eyes closed and in a very 
absorbed mood as if he were lost somewhere else. Not even a single 
word of Sahajiya Kirtan enter into the aprakrita sravan indria (ear) of 
Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur because he was at all times busy in nittya 
seva. So we should never make any such kind of unusual remark about 
such a great devotee as Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinod Thakur. He 
only used to do that kind of unusual lila of arranging Sahajiya Lila-
Kirtan in order to bestow causeless kripa on bound souls by giving 
them his aprakrita darshan. 

                              
nique and absolute Acharyaship is really very rare. Once 
upon a time, Sri Saradendu Ray made a proclamation to 

Srila Prabhupad as to the huge achievements of Gaudiya Math. By 
then, Srila Prabhupad had already established fifty different Gaudiya 
missions all over the world. Sri Saradendu Ray said that the mission 
was very successful. Then Srila Prabhupada replied in a very 
enthusiastic way that it was actually not his desired accomplishment 
because he had really wanted to establish Gaudiya Math inside the 
heart of each and every person. He said that in place of fifty different 
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branches of Gaudiya Math it would be better if he could get fifty living 
Gaudiya Maths, by which he meant fifty fully dedicated souls for the 
cause of  Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s Mission. He said if he could get 
fifty living Maths, which is comparable to fifty living mridangas, that 
would have been the greatest success of his mission. 

                               
y the absolute preaching of Gaudiya Math, the Sahajiyas 
were in great trouble and were losing their status and 

position. By the tireless preaching effort of Gaudiya Math, it was quite 
impossible for the Sahajiyas to establish false siddhantas in the 
general public. So they wanted to take revenge against the Gaudiya 
Mission and to stop the preaching program of Gaudiya Math. They 
also wanted to stop the sankirtan, bhiksa, and other traditions being 
practiced by the Gaudiya Math. Because of this, it became quite 
impossible for Gaudiya Math devotees to maintain their normal life of 
Bhajan. Srila Prabhupada was informed about the critical situation 
created by those Sahajiyas but he was so confident about the 
causeless mercy of Gaura Sundar that he took the situation as a test 
presented by Sriman Mahaprabhu. He was therefore bound to give 
strong instructions to the preachers to go on doing Nama-Sankirtan 
and Harikatha with full enthusiasm even though they could not do 
madhukari bhiksa. Srila Prabhupada asked them who is going to stop 
you from drinking water from the Buri Ganga. He told them to go on 
doing their seva with complete resolution and wait to see the ultimate 
result. Within a very short time, all of the common people turned 
against the demon Sahajiyas and started hearing Harikatha from the 
Gaudiya Mission preaching party with full faith. They also started 
giving a huge amount of bhiksa to the devotees. This way all the 
problem caused by the Sahajiyas ended. We learn from this incident 
that fully dedicated souls always get divine help from the Supreme 
Lord and no one can stop their divine endeavors. 

                             
audiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati 
Gosvami Thakur Prabhupada told that there are two 
procedures for those who are trying to realize the 
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absolute truth. One is descending and the other ascending. 
Whichever way a person prefers depends on their samskaras. 
Ascending means that out of my own efforts we believe we can know 
the Absolute Truth. The descending procedure, on the other hand, 
means we depend upon the Divine power to come into our life to help 
us know the Absolute Truth. In this process, called Saranagati, 
surrender to Sat-Gurudeva is the vital factor. The most effective 
examples given by Srila Prabhupada can help us understand about 
both the ascending procedure and descending procedure. Srila 
Prabhupada used to say that the ascending procedure is just like how 
a monkey baby holds onto its mother while the mother jumps from 
one place to another. Here the mother has no responsibility for the 
safety of the baby. The baby must hold onto the mother very carefully 
and if the baby falls down then the mother is not at all responsible for 
that. But with the example of the baby cat we can understand the 
descending procedure. The mother cat intentionally holds onto the 
kitten by biting the nape of the baby’s neck with its mouth. Surely, the  
baby cat does not have any responsibility about where to go and how 
to get there. In this arrangement, all of the responsibility lies with the 
mother cat.  

Anything in our life, whether we consider it good or bad, can 
easily be controlled by Sat-Gurudeva because he can guide us to the 
ultimate goal of life which is our Bhajan. We simply have to rely on 
him. In this case, our full and final Saranagati is the vital factor just as 
happens with the baby cat. In this descending process, all 
responsibility lies with Sat-Gurudeva.  

 
 

he absolute Personality of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta 
Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura Prabhupada was so heavy 

that it was impossible for kapat people to remain in front of him. Such 
sevaks were not in a position to get free access to Srila Prabhupada 
except in very special circumstances. If an unknown personality would 
come in front of Srila Prabhupada having no smell of a seva mood 
inside his heart, in that case, Srila Prabhupada would never 
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demonstrate his full glories in front of him. There was no possibility 
that any newcomer would understand the exalted personality of Srila 
Prabhupada and that he was, in fact, an eternal resident of Goloka 
Dham. This was the excellent and unique speciality found in the 
Acharyaship of Srila Prabhupada. Without seeing a positive seva 
mood inside the heart of an aspirant, Srila Prabhupada would hide his 
divine personality from him. 

The intimate relationship between Guru and sisya is so secret 
that usually it is seen to be confined only between themselves. It can 
never be clear to others. Srila Prabhupad could easily realize how 
much love someone had for their Gurudeva. The following example 
illustrates this most subtle point. One day, Srila Prabhupada heard a 
sannyasi making a very bad remark about another sevak who was 
really genuine at heart. But that sevak would always exhibit himself 
as the most unintelligent sevak of Sri Chaitanya Math. He never went 
outside for preaching. The sannyasi thought of himself as a great and 
important personality inside Gaudiya Mission because he was a very 
active preacher. When Srila Prabhupada heard that remark from that 
sannyasi about the genuine Gaudiya Math sevak, Srila Prabhupada 
became very angry and started speaking like a lion.  

He asked, “Who are you to pass that kind of remark? I know who 
is doing what. You need not pass any remark. Why do you take the 
trouble to get control over others? That is my sole duty because I am 
acting as an Acharya.” Srila Prabhupada also used to say, “If I want to 
get control over others in this material world in that case this can 
prove to be a great bondage for me.”  

               
 

hat is the main duty of a member of Gaudiya Math? 
All the members of Gaudiya Math must be ready to 

sacrifice their life in the Sankirtan Yagnya-Agni installed by Sriman 
Mahaprabhu at Srivas Angan. Sriman Mahaprabhu is Sankirtan Pitha 
so to give Him full satisfaction, Nama Sankirtan Yagnya is the best 
possible way. It is our main duty to add more and more fuel (ghee) to 
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the Sankirtan Yagnya Agni. Ghee means our honest effort of sacrifice 
to do nonstop  Harinam Sankirtan for the complete satisfaction for the 
Sankirtan Pitha Sri Gaura Hari. 

Srila Prabhupada often used to speak about Sankirtan medha 
and griha medha (material intellect). If griha medha is going to be 
increased, in that case Hari Bhajan is not possible. However, Sankirtan 
medha can help us to continue  Harinama Sankirtan in a nonstop way. 
Even at the last stage of his life, Srila Prabhupada was not at all ready 
to stop Harikatha or Hari kirtan. It was on the order of his doctor not 
to allow him to speak much. But without singing the glories of Hari-
Guru-Vaishnava it was quite impossible for him to live so he used to 
speak Harikatha continuously. 

                   
he speeches and writings of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta 
Gosvami Thakur Prabhupada are absolute and beyond 

human comprehension. Aprakrita Sabdha Brahma is always a self 
manifesting object. Very often, Srila Prabhupada used to say, “Logical 
interpretation cannot stand in the way of that absolute truth.” This is 
because self manifesting truths can only be known by the way of 
absolute submission. Srila Bhakti Pragyan Kesava Maharaj used to say, 
“Srila Prabhupada is the topmost Paramahamsa Acharya of this Yuga.” 
At the Bhagavat assembly of Suktal Kshetra, all of the Rishis and Munis 
said the same thing to Srila Sukadev Gosvami. We cannot understand 
how fortunate we are to have the privilege of getting all the pure 
Siddhanta vichar from Srila Prabhupada. If we had Srimati Radha Rani 
among us, then and only then could we expect that kind of perfect 
Siddhanta vichar that we are getting from Srila Prabhupada. Srila 
Narottama Thakur Mahashay wrote in Prema Bhakti Chandrika “maha 
janera jei patha tate habe anurata,purbopara kariya bicara.” 

“The essence of sadhana bhakti is to carefully consider and 
follow the path displayed by the previous mahajanas” 

All of our previous Gaudiya Acharya vargas give us immense 
treasures in the way of Gaudiya Bhajan. There is no doubt in it that 
we have no power to digest the high philosophical vichar from their 
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writings. That is why Srila Srinivas Acharya has written in his Sad-
Gosvami Astakam: 

 
nānā-śāstra-vicāraṇaika-nipuṇau sad-dharma-saḿsthāpakau 

lokānāḿ hita-kāriṇau tri-bhuvane mānyau śaraṇyākarau 
rādhā-kṛṣṇa-padāravinda-bhajanānandena mattālikau 
vande rūpa-sanātanau raghu-yugau śrī-jīva-gopālakau 

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Gosvamis, namely 
Sri Rupa Gosvami, Sri Sanatana Gosvami, Sri Raghunatha Bhatta 
Gosvami, Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, Sri Jiva Gosvami, and Sri 
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, who are very expert in scrutinizingly studying 
all the revealed scriptures with the aim of establishing eternal 
religious principles for the benefit of all human beings. Thus they are 
honored all over the three worlds and they are worth taking shelter 
of because they are absorbed in the mood of the gopis and are 
engaged in the transcendental loving service of Radha and Krsna.” 

We are so weak that we cannot even understand the general 
meaning of their writings. So we are very, very lucky to have the 
chance to go through the writings of Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur and Srila 
Prabhupada to get the extract of all the shastras. Also, on the path of 
Bhagavat Dharma we can learn so many things from the Dwadas 
Mahajans and those who are in line with them. Yet still we must 
concentrate more deeply on the teachings given by our Gaudiya 
Guruvarga, especially those of Srila Prabhupada and  Srila 
Bhaktivinoda Thakur. Then we can understand all the details of 
Gaudiya Bhajan shown by Sriman Mahaprabhu himself. 

                       
he loving, strong speech of Guru-Vaishnava is not 
criticism. Shortly before the departure of Srila 

Prabhupada, one of his disciples expressed his heavy anxiety to him 
because of his pending departure. The disciple was feeling totally 
helpless. Then Srila Prabhupada replied, “Now nobody likes to 
understand what I mean to say. Nobody likes to accept my instruction 
and siddhanta vichar. So what is the use of staying in this material 
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world anymore?” In the same way, Srila Bhakti Pramod Puri Gosvami 
Maharaj told, “What can I do here? You see the situation.” Then after 
that, he immediately started manifesting his sickness lila and was 
soon gone. Srila Prabhupada used to manifest his lion mood to those 
who tried to exert control over other Vaishnavas. Srila Prabhupada’s 
mood would become heavy and he would say, “Why do you 
unnecessarily make the effort to get control over others? That is not 
your duty. I am acting as Acharya so it is my duty to chastise those 
who are coming to me for Haribhajan.” He also used to say, “It is my 
advice to all of you to check yourself and your own faults. Never try 
to find faults with others.” Srila Prabhupada would often quote the 
following sloka: 

para-svabhāva-karmāṇi 
yaḥ praśaṁsati nindati 

sa āśu bhraśyate svārthād 
asaty abhiniveśataḥ 

(ŚB 11.28.2) 
Whoever indulges in praising or criticizing the qualities and 

behavior of others will quickly become deviated from his own best 
interest by his entanglement in illusory dualities. 

Bound souls are always so busy finding faults with others that 
they cannot see their own faults. 

                      

rsna kripa cannot come to us directily. It can only come 
to us through a bonafide Sat Guru, a Paramhamsa 

Vaishnava. A bound soul can never get in touch with Krsna, the 
spiritual sun (cit surya) directly. Only through pure Guru-Vaishnava is 
it possible for a bound soul to get the kripa of Krsna. Krsna is the 
transcendental sun (chinmoy surya). He is always full of 
transcendental delight and a sportive mood and always remains in the 
association of all His Braja parikars who are eternally present at 
Goloka Vrindavan. He has no time or scope to understand the painful 
situation of the bound souls of this material world who are floating in 
the ocean of miserable Maya. In the svarupa of Krsna there is no 
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question of any Maya, it is totally false, that’s why Krsna has no idea 
about it. Maya is agyan (darkness) and Krsna is chinmoy surya, which 
can be compared with the Surya, the sun god of this material world 
who is always full of self-emitting light. If somebody asks Surya, “Have 
you any direct experience or feeling of darkness?” what kind of reply 
can we expect? That is the question. Surya cannot have any direct 
feeling or experience of darkness. From the very beginning of creation 
Surya is always full of light. Similarly, Sri Krsna is the Supreme Lord 
and the original cause of all causes. It is not possible for Krsna to 
understand what Maya (ignorance) is.  

Also, all the countless jivas can be compared with cit particles 
which are infinitely small. Basically, we cannot find any darkness in 
the jiva because his original source is full of light (full of delightment). 
Then how is it possible that he can have any darkness? As per 
scriptural evidence, we can see that agyan (darkness or Maya) is 
simply artificially attributed to the jiva atma. This is an error. From 
Srimad Bhagavat Gita we can find this quote spoken by Sri Krsna: 

nādatte kasyacit pāpaṁ 
na caiva sukṛtaṁ vibhuḥ 
ajñānenāvṛtaṁ jñānaṁ 
tena muhyanti jantavaḥ  

                                              (BG. 5.15) 
Nor does the Supreme Lord assume anyone’s sinful or pious 

activities. Embodied beings, however, are bewildered because of the 
ignorance which covers their real knowledge. 

This way it is already proved that the ignorance of jiva is totally 
false, so how we can expect that Sri Krsna can have any connection 
with that kind of false thing. So it is not at all possible for the chinmoy 
surya to get the information of any darkness which is totally false. 
Those pure devotees of the Supreme Lord also they cannot have any 
direct experience about the darkness (agyan—maya) in which jivas 
are put into falsely. Now question coming that– if they are (pure 
devotees) of same Quality like Supreme Lord, then how we can expect 
that they can feel the painful situation in which those bonded souls 
are putted into. Srila Jiva Gosvamipad going to give the perfect 
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siddhanta vichar of this misconception. He is speaking that pure 
devotees they also cannot get in direct touch with those bonded 
souls– those who are floating into the miserable ocean of Maya  
(ignorance or darkness ). Just like in dream we can see something 
unusual and fearful which can give us a feeling which is no less than 
direct feeling. This way they can get the feeling of the endless painful 
miseries of those bonded souls. This way by the desire of Supreme 
Lord, this kind of arrangements are seen approved in all authentic 
shastras that bonded soul can find solution of their painful miseries 
by the help of the messengers ( pure devotees ) of the Supreme Lord, 
not directly.  

janasya kṛṣṇād vimukhasya daivād 
adharma-śīlasya suduḥkhitasya 
anugrahāyeha caranti nūnaṁ 

bhūtāni bhavyāni janārdanasya   
(SB 3.5.3) 

O my lord, great philanthropic souls travel on the earth on behalf 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead to show compassion to the 
fallen souls who are averse to the sense of subordination to the Lord. 

                      

ne time Srila Prabhupada told Bhakti Vivek Bharati 
Maharaja to speak Harikatha. Later in the afternoon, he 

asked a devotee what book he took with him. He answered that he 
has taken Srimad Bhagavatam. Prabhupad told the devotee, “Since it 
is our duty to preach about the excellency of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, 
he should have taken Caitanya Caritamrita or Caitanya Bhagavat 
instead.” 

Why would he say this? Because we can only get the kripa of 
Krsna through Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Srimati Radha Rani. If we 
don’t understand the glory of  Srimati Radha Rani, then what glory can 
one hear about Krsna? All glories are concentrated on the Lotus Feet 
of Radha Rani. Only in that way can we glorify Krsna. Without Radha 
Rani, what can we do? Many times I have said: 
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yatha yatha gaura-padaravinde 
vindeta bhaktim krta punya-rasih 

tatha tathot-sarpati hrdya-kasmad 
radha-padambhoja-sudhambu rasih 

“As devotion unto the lotus feet of Sri Gaurasundara is attained 
by a greatly pious person, inevitably the ocean of nectar which is the 
service of the lotus feet of Sri Radha is accordingly born within his 
heart.” (Caitanya-candramrta 88) 

As much as we are able to connect ourselves with Gaura-lila, 
automatically we will find that without any trouble we are already 
present in Krsna-lila. We are carried to the camp of Radha Rani in 
Vrndavana. If you can understand the glories of Radha Rani, then you 
can understand the glories of Krsna. 

At any moment it becomes possible for us to misunderstand 
Srimad Bhagavatam, especially when we read it without being under 
the guidance of Guru and Vaishnavas. Srila Prabhupada says even the 
Balya Lila of Krsna is dangerous if one perceives it with a mundane 
conception. 

                      

he unique idealism demonstrated by Srila Prabhupada 
as Sampradaik-Acharya is really rare. Even in their 

imagination, common devotees cannot understand the accuracy of 
the acharan shown by Srila Prabhupada Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati 
Thakur. I remember one incident spoken by Srila Guru Maharaj, Srila 
Bhakti Pramod Puri Goswami Maharaj, long ago.  At that time, Srila 
Guru Maharaj was at his brahmachari stage. He was busy doing some 
Vani-seva inside his room adjacent to the library of Sri Chaitanya Math 
where Srila Prabhupada used to do most of his Vani-seva. Suddenly, 
Srila Guru Maharaja could hear Srila Prabhupada shouting, “Nobody 
there!  Nobody there!” Then immediately Srila Guru Maharaj started 
running towards the library room where Srila Prabhupada was. He 
wanted to check on the reason why Srila Prabhupada was shouting 
that way. Ultimately, Srila Guru Maharaj was very surprised to see 
that his elder sister, an old lady, had entered the library without 
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getting permission from Srila Prabhupada. Right then and there, Srila 
Guru Maharaj easily realized the kind of perfection in acaran that Srila 
Prabhupada wanted to show to us. A real Raganuga Acharya must 
follow the kind of perfect etiquette shown by Srila Prabhupada, the 
great Acharya. This same acaran was shown by Sriman Mahaprabhu 
and we have learned the reason why Chotta Haridas was rejected by 
Him. This is a vivid example to instruct the whole Gaudiya society. Still, 
we are not so interested to follow in toto these examples of perfect 
acaran. This is the situation of our present Gaudiya Bhajan field. It is 
very easy to point out the faults of others and to call them Sahajiyas. 
But it is really quite difficult to identify the double Sahajiya bhava 
which is already present inside our hearts. 

                      

audiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati 
Thakur Gosvami Prabhupada said, “I was bound to 
speak heavily to engage you all in actual Hari Bhajan 

without anyabilasa. But most people misunderstood me. Maybe 
someday if their luck is good enough then they will understand me, 
my heart, and why I was bound to speak that way. Until then, maybe 
they will think of me as their enemy.”  

Only our previous  Gaudiya Guruvarga and Sriman Mahaprabhu 
can understand the heart of Srila Prabhupada. It is said in Chaitanya 
Caritamrita-- kai mano vakeye kare udvega na dibo.  “One should not 
give anxiety to anybody by body, speech, and mind.” 

For those who take undue advantage of this quotation from 
Caitanya Caritamrita to stop speaking about the absolute truth in an 
absolute way and who even try to hide the absolute truth are surely 
committing a great aparadha at the Lotus Feet of Chaitanya Vani. But 
those who are really intelligent can understand that genuine and 
merciful Sadhu-Guru-Vaishnavas speak heavily to change the heart of 
the common people. Harikatha is actually a kind of operation and such 
a procedure is never sweet for anybody. If somebody thinks the 
bhajan process should only and always be pleasant then he must be 
mad. If in the name of Harikatha and Haribhajan there are those that 
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misguide common people who are so foolish that they want to be 
cheated then that is why they are cheated. 

Lack of sincerity can put us into the ocean of misery. Sincerity is 
the first and foremost necessity for our Bhajan life. Common people 
are so foolish they do not realize the great sacrifices made by pure 
Guru-Vaishnavas. Such exalted personalities ignore labha, puja, 
prathista in order to save us from Maya. They could easily speak 
sweetly and cover the absolute truth to attain their own popularity, 
labha, puja and pratistha, but they have no desire to do so. We must 
contemplate what a great sacrifice they are making on our behalf. 
Those who are unwilling to stand on an absolute platform and speak 
the absolute truth in an absolute way are certainly not going to follow 
the mood of “trinad api sunichena bhava” as shown by Sriman 
Mahaprabhu. 

Srila Prabhupada told, “If the whole world goes against me, still I 
am not going to stop speaking fearlessly with full enthusiasm about 
the absolute truth in an absolute way standing under the umbrella of 
the Lotus Feet of my Gurupadapadma.” 

Also, Srila Prabhupada used to say, “What is the concern to me 
even if those who came to me to take initiation are going to leave 
me?” 

Common people can never understand the basic difference 
between relative truth and absolute truth. The whole world is always 
engaging with relative truth; they are less interested in the absolute 
truth. People always approve of people of their own stamp. They are 
never going to think about you and me. They are so materialistic that 
whatever they cannot see, whatever they cannot feel, and whatever 
they cannot touch, they are not ready to believe. They have forgotten 
the instruction given by Sri Krsna in Srimad Bhagavat Gita (5.22): 

ye hi saṁsparśa-jā bhogā 
duḥkha-yonaya eva te 

ādy-antavantaḥ kaunteya 
na teṣu ramate budhaḥ 
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“O son of Kuntī, pleasures born of contact with the senses are 
certainly the cause of misery. Since they have a beginning and an end, 
an enlightened person does not become attached to them.” 

Such foolish people do not know that logical interpretation 
cannot stand in the way of the Absolute truth. That is why they are so 
materialistic and always like to jump into the glowing fire of Maya. 

Srila Prabhupada Bhakti Siddhanta Gosvami Thakura used to 
speak that, “Apparently the topics of Krsna are really perplexing or 
bewildering. Nobody can even believe that such a Super Personality is 
there who is controlling the infinite universe. We are not going to 
discuss about any fictitious hero of any novel or story. We are not 
going to discuss about our mentally concocted figure of Krsna. We are 
only going to discuss about the Absolute Truth. Sri Krsna is the 
Ultimate Truth.” 

                     

audiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati 
Thakura Gosvami Prabhupada used to say, “Genuine 
Harikatha is just like a bullet which can pierce our heart 

heavily to change our life.” Srila Prabhupada also used to say, “We will 
have to charge the dynamite of Harikatha to break the hearts of those 
demons, which can be compared with layers of stone or iron. Only by 
the magic spell of strong Harikatha can they change their heart to start 
Haribhajan.” 

Some devotees used to ask Srila Prabhupada why he was putting 
so many restrictions on where to hear Harikatha, Harikirtan, and 
Haribhajan. They did not understand where they could go so they 
asked him to kindly advise them. Srila Prabhupada then spoke about 
the secrecy present in the siddhanta vichar thusly, “At least you 
should avoid the place where there is the possibility of Namaparadha. 
But if the possibility of Namabhasa is there you can go. If your 
sensitivity to aprakrita shabda Brahma (transcendental sound 
vibration) is high you should likewise avoid Namabhasa.” 
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It is the strict instruction of our Gaudiya Vedandic Tattva Acharya 
Srila Jiva Gosvamipad that “bakta sarago nirago divido pari kirtita.” 
According to this sloka, Srila Jiva Gosvamipad wanted to give us a 
strong warning about who was qualified to sit on the most valuable 
Vyasasana. Whoever has dirty anyabilasa (unwanted desires) inside 
his heart will surely contaminate the Vyasasana. To protect the great 
honor of the Vyasasana we should only give the Vyasasana to a pure 
devotee who has no smell of anyabilasa in his heart. This is the advice 
of Srila Jiva Goswamipada. The pure devotee, their Harikatha-Kirtan 
and their whole life is dedicated unto the Lotus Feet of the Supreme 
Lord. Such niraga baktas (devotees without attachments) are 
naturally always occupied with seeking the total satisfaction of the 
Supreme Lord through their Harikatha-Kirtan, whereas those who are 
speaking Harikatha with a contaminated heart for labha , puja, and 
prathista are surely going to spoil themselves and everyone else at the 
same time. 

                      

ur desire to be accepted as an authentic personality can 
cause the external exhibition of honor which we confer 

to Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada to be contaminated 
with an internal desire for prathista.  To actually follow Srila 
Prabhupada means to obey Srila Prabhupada and his Siddhanta vichar 
from the depth of our heart. Externally we can participate in the 
avirbhava tithi (Appearance Day Festival) or tirobhava tithi 
(Disappearance Day Festival) of Srila Prabhupada (or any Guruvarga) 
with flowers in our hand as puspanjali but that does not mean I am 
qualified to pay puspanjali unto the Lotus Feet of Srila Prabhupada. 
Without a cent per cent submission unto the Lotus Feet of Srila 
Prabhupada, I can never be successful in offering puspanjali to the 
Lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada. Under the influence Maya we forget 
this most vital point. That is why we fail to make any improvement in 
our bhajan. 
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hat does real diksa (initiation) mean? A person should 
not consider himself a diksita (initiate) as long as 

divya gyana (transcendental knowledge) has not truly manifested in 
his heart. Not every aspirant has the capacity to internalize the diksa 
process. Someone might be 50 % inclined, someone else 70% inclined, 
and another person 90% inclined. But even a fortunate person who is 
99% inclined to such deep Saranagati will still have 1% missing. That 
is the arrangement of Maya. Diksa is a very long procedure. One 
should not think that once they receive the Diksa Mantra from their 
Gurudeva that the process is complete. Maybe at the time of diksa 
one is showing some inclination, but that is incomplete Saranagati.  It 
is not so easy for a soul in bondage to ignore all bodily-related 
tendencies. One can speak much philosophy on the topic, but I want 
to give an easily understandable example. 

Let’s say in a village the dam is broken and all the water starts to 
flood the whole area. Suppose everybody is sleeping. Suddenly they 
discover that they are all floating in a powerful current of water. In 
the panic of the moment, everyone will try to save themselves. They 
have no time to think about anyone else. While trying to save herself, 
a mother might neglect to rescue her small child. A husband might 
even ignore his wife. What can be done in such a miserable situation? 
One lucky person in the village, by the grace of the Supreme Lord, 
might be able to grasp a branch of a Banyan tree while being taken 
away by the strong flow of water. In that case, what would be the 
mood of that person? With all of his energy he will hang on tightly and 
take shelter of the Banyan tree to save himself. 

Now we can understand that Saranagati means to take full 
shelter of the Lotus Feet of Guru and Vaishnava who can save as from 
the strong current of Maya’s flow. Otherwise, if we don’t know who 
is qualified to protect us, we are going to get lost in this vast cosmic 
creation. 

Sometimes we can see that during periods of war, helpless men 
from one country escape to another country to take shelter. This is 
one kind of temporary Saranagati. It is not permanent because as 
soon as the war is over, each refugee can go back to their respective 
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homeland if the situation warrants doing so. Likewise, at the time of 
marriage, a wife takes shelter of her husband. At birth, a newborn 
baby takes shelter of its mother. These are all temporary 
designations. But the definition of perfect Saranagati is totally 
different from the examples given above because it is enduring. 

It was the standing instruction of Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur to Srila 
Prabhupada to arrange Dhama Parikrama for the conditioned souls 
because materially bound living entities can get bhakti unmukhi 
sukriti through Dhama Parikrama. Lord Baladev is the most munificent 
and the Holy Dhama is Baladeva-tattva. But this Dhama Parikram has 
to be done under the perfect guidance of pure Guru-Vaishnava. We 
should recall that our  Gaudiya Vedantic-tattva Acharya Srila Jiva 
Gosvamipad himself took the opportunity to do Navadvip Dhama 
Parikrama under the guidance of Sriman Nityananda Prabhu. We 
should also remember that Srila Narottama Thakur Mahasaya also 
went on Navadvip Dhama Parikrama under the guidance of the great 
and honorable servant of Sriman Mahaprabhu, Srila Ishan Thakur. 

                   

opularity and perfect preaching can never go hand in 
hand. If I am interested in enjoying popularity then 

surely I cannot speak the absolute truth in an absolute and 
uncompromised way for the actual benefit of the common people. 
Unless and until I am 100% inclined unto the Lotus Feet of Guru-
Vaishnava, I will not get the power to speak the absolute truth. At 
present, the situation does not permit me to speak the absolute truth. 
But still, by the mercy of Guru-Vaishnava, I will have to do so, because 
to suppress the absolute truth is a great offense which can never be 
excused by the Supreme Lord. Half truth is not truth. It is even more 
dangerous than a complete lie. Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati 
Gosvami Thakur Prabhupada speaking that, “It is the standing 
instruction of Sriman Mahaprabhu for those of us who are Gaudiya 
Devotees to broadcast His teachings in an intact way. It is our 
responsibility to carry out the instruction of Sriman Mahaprabhu 
without any compromise. 
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Gaudiya Gostih Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur 
Gosvami Prabhupada told, “For us Gaudiyas, it is our ultimate goal to 
became a dust particle at the Lotus Feet of Srila Rupa Gosvami Pad.” 

To become a dust particle at the Lotus Feet of Srila Rupa Gosvami 
Pad means that we will get a beautiful attractive figure by which Sri 
Krsna can feel tremendous attraction to us in order to observe our 
exclusive seva mood. This mood, devoid of any restrictions, is actual 
Rupanuga Bhajan. 

To speak dry philosophy is very easy but to get direct realization 
of Bhakti Rasa is not so easy. Only and only by the mercy of such an 
exalted Braja Rasa Rasik Acharya can we get this kind of prema dhana. 
There is no alternative way to access this secret property. But this is 
not so cheap. Only through our niskapata bhava moye seva can we 
get our heart totally harmonized with such a Mahajan and only then 
can we successfully experience that kind of direct feeling. Before that 
it is not possible. 

                  

audiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati 
Gosvami Thakura Prabhupada told, “We are actually like 
patients suffering from a material disease. In this 

condition, if we continue to take rich food, then death is unavoidable. 
For a conditioned soul, it is safest to follow vidhi marga.” There is no 
other way. If we want to imitate a Siddha Mahatma then death is 
inevitable. Srila Prabhupada also used to say, “If any baddha jiva tries 
to imitate a Siddha Mahatma that is strictly prohibited and illegal.” 
When Srila Prabhupada spoke like this, he did not mean that we can 
never do Raganuga Bhajan. He never insisted that we stick to vidhi 
marga forever. Srila Prabhupada intended us to know that it should 
not be our mood to prove ourselves sick. There is no use in drinking 
sago for our whole life. We have only to develop our devotional 
qualities to get access to Raganuga Bhajan. But unqualified persons 
are never even allowed to make such an endeavor.  
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mong Gaudiyas, our final goal is the same as is our 
intention of exclusive seva to satisfy our Ista Deva, the 

Supreme Lord. We are all devotees of Sri Gauranga so there cannot 
be any major differences and views among us. What problem can 
stand in the face of such unified purpose? When likeminded devotees 
participate in the discourse of Harikatha and Siddhanta-vichar among 
themselves, this type of mutual Sadhu sanga is called Ista Gosthi. But 
Ista Gosthi does not mean that we all come together with our 
different desires for labha, puja, and pratistha. To function like this is 
to contaminate each other.  

If a malaria patient tries to help a cholera patient what solution 
can they possibly expect!? We will find that they both end up with 
both diseases at the same time! The same risk exists in devotional 
society. In such conditions, nobody can become free of the 
contamination of Maya. A partially trained doctor is no doctor at all 
and is perhaps even more presumptuous and dangerous than a lay 
person with no training. Suppose ten doctors working individually and 
give various treatments to a patient with a particular disease.  In that 
case, the patient will never get cured. In fact, the multiple counter 
indications would likely predispose the patient to die prematurely and 
unnecessarily.  

The proper and reliable treatment we can expect from Srila 
Prabhupada or from any of his genuine followers we can never expect 
from a Sahajiya who is always ready and willing to compromise with 
anybody, anywhere, anytime. This is true even if the Sahajiya is from 
our Gaudiya Math society and even if he is acting as an Acharya. 
Compromise or reconciliation means I will have to give up some good 
and accept some bad. With whom am I going to make such 
compromises? 

Srila Bhakti Pragyan Kesava Gosvami Maharaj used to say that if 
you sow seeds in a field to grow paddy or wheat or sabji, whatever it 
may be, surely you will also have to ensure full protection of the crop 
to get a good yield in the future. Similarly, we have received a seed 
from Sat Gurudeva in the form of Mantra Diksha. We must likewise, 
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by any means, provide for the full protection of that Bhakti lata bija 
so it does not get destroyed. That is why we want to be fully controlled 
and regulated by Sat Guru-Vaishnava according to their instructions 
and Siddhanta-vichar. Maybe by Corona Virus we can lose our body 
but if the dangerous virus of non-devotional practice or wrong 
Siddhanta contaminates our heart, we can get lost forever in this 
infinite material world. 

                                

rila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Thakur 
Prabhupada told, “For the actual preaching of Gaura 

Vani, I can come down to any level.” This kind of statement we cannot 
expect from just any Sadhu. Really, it is the kind of statement that 
would be revolting to hear from most Sadhus. We can only realistically 
expect such a statement from a Maha Maha Sadhu. Only in the line of 
Radha dassya can a Maha Bhagavat make this kind of statement. 

Many people have criticized Srila Prabhupada for his exclusive 
Siddhanta-vichar. Some have accused Srila Prabhupada of being very 
critical and have even claimed he is not a Sadhu. All of our Guruvarga 
are in the line of Radha anugatya; they are all Rupanuga. Srila Rupa 
Gosvami has written in his Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu the following 
sloka: 

anyabhilasita-sunyam jnana-karmadyanavrtam 
anukulyena krsnanusilanam bhaktir-uttama 

Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.1.11) 
Perpetual, ardent endeavor meant exclusively for Sri Krsna and 

performed out of genuine kindness to Him, when neither prone to any 
selfish, ulterior desires nor eclipsed by impersonal knowledge, fruitive 
work, or any other occupation, is known as uttama-bhakti. 

This means to be constantly engaged in bhakti under the 
guidance of anukula shakti Sri Sri Radha Rani, the potency of Sri Krsna 
who causes Him to relish the utmost pleasure. This alone is known as 
uttama bhakti, or the topmost bhakti. First and foremost, we have to 
understand the basic Siddhanta-vichar and etiquette set by Srila 
Prabhupada, otherwise we can never understand his mood. When 
Srila Prabhupada said, “For the actual preaching of Sri Chaitanya Vani 
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I can come down to any level,” this kind of a flawlessly pure mood 
proves that Srila Prabhupada is absolutely in the line of Radha dassya. 
At first we have to understand the mood of Mahaprabhu. We see in 
Chaitanya Deva’s pastimes that he never made any compromise in 
regards to Shuddha bhakti. He never allowed any kind of 
contamination to creep into the practice of Gaudiya bhajan. Sriman 
Mahaprabhu established a rule that any writing or poetry or 
Siddhanta-vichar that anyone brought to show Him had to first be 
reviewed by Srila Svarup Gosai. Sriman Mahaprabhu could not 
tolerate any kind of rasa bhasa or siddhanta virode so he would not 
read anything before Srila Svarup Gosai checked it. In Chaitanya 
Charitamrita we find the following quotation: 

rasabhasa' ha ya yadi `siddhanta-virodha, sahite na pare 
prabhu, mane haya krodha 

rasa bhasa , siddhanta virod sunite prabhur hoie krodha 
This example set by Sriman Mahaprabhu proves that there 

should not be any rasa bhasa or siddhanta virode in our Gaudiya 
Bhajan line. Through this example we also learn that in the face of any 
kind of siddhanta virod or rasa bhasa we should not keep quiet. We 
should give a befitting answer to any such siddhanta virode or rasa 
bhasa. Nowadays so-called devotees want to falsely project their 
trinad api bhava by ignoring their protest mood. But Srila Prabhupada 
repeatedly told us that we should not tolerate any kind of rasa bhasa 
or siddhanta virode. He even used to say that to lose patience or to 
become angry is proper Vaishnava etiquette when we see that 
somebody insults Guru-Vaishnava. 

                         

nce my Gurupadapadma was asked by some disciples, 
“You are writing so much. Who is going to read all these 

writings? “Maharaj cheerfully replied with a smile, “I am not writing 
to get labha, puja, or prathista. I only like to carry out the order of Srila 
Prabhupada, which he gave me long ago with the gift of a pen. From 
then onward, all along, I have been busy with Sri Chaitanya seva. I 
know surely that thousands of people are not going to read my 
writings because they are busy with Maya’s seva. That is nothing to 

O 



35

Prabhupada and his Divine Instructions

be astonished about. It is like in a jewelry shop when the whole day 
only one or two customers come to buy a very precious jewel. But in 
a grocery store we find there is a rush all day. 

In Svananda Sukadha Kunja Godrum when Srila Bhaktivinod 
Thakur used to speak Hariaktha, only one or two devotees used to 
come and hear that Aprakrita Harikatha. Sometimes only Srila Krsna 
das Babaji Maharaj, the sevak of Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur, and 
sometimes only Srila Gaura Kishor das Babaji Maharaj used to come 
to listen to the Harikatha. How popular the Harikatha is is not the 
yardstick of Aprakrita Harikatha, because common people are so 
foolish that they cannot understand the value of Aprakrita Bhajan. 
Because of this, they are committing spiritual suicide.  

Before attending any function or utshava, we should calculate 
how much spiritual benefit we might get out of it. Alternatively, if we 
haphazardly attend any random function it can contaminate our 
consciousness and that is really very dangerous. Bona fide Harikatha 
from the Lotus Mouth of a powerful Sadhu Vaishnava is actual 
prasadam.  

Proper arrangements should be made during every step of the 
festival. The source of the money for the bhoga should be pure. Purity 
is also the standard for the cook who prepares the bhoga as well as 
the pujari who will offer it to Guru-Gauranga. These are the most vital 
points to be taken into consideration before participating in any 
function or uthsava. We can accept such prasad with full honor. 
Otherwise, impurities and contamination can send us straight to hell. 

If we go through the pastimes of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, we 
find that Devananda Pandit was the topmost scholar of and speaker 
on Srimad Bhagavatam at that time. He had numerous followers and 
they all appreciated him for his Bhagavat Katha. Even though he 
enjoyed widespread approval of the community, Sriman Mahaprabhu 
was extremely angry with him. At one point, while Devananda Pandit 
was giving class, Sriman Mahaprabhu was about to snatch the Srimad 
Bhagavatam Grantha out of his hands. He did this in front of 
thousands of his followers. Mahaprabhu was shouting loudly at 
Devananda Pandit that he knew nothing of Srimad Bhagavatam. 
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Mahaprabhu asserted that Srimad Bhagavatam is the unique and 
topmost Purana of all the Puranas and is non-different from Krsna 
Himself. Devananda Pandit’s darshan-vichar lacked substance and 
was nothing more than an exercise in intellectualized philosophy. 
Sriman Mahaprabhu rejected it because Srimad Bhagavatam is the 
infinity ocean of Bhakti-Rasa tattva. Like a Mayavadi, Devananda 
Pandit had no faith in the eternity of Guru-Vaishnava-Bhagavan or in 
Srimad Bhagavatam. He was also a great Vaishnava offender.  

One day Srivas Pandit, the eternal, intimate Parshad Bhakta of 
Sriman Mahaprabhu, was hearing Bhagavat Katha from Devananda 
Pandit. In the middle of the Bhagavat Katha, the intensely sensitive 
topic of prema bhakti provoked prema vikara to rise inside the heart 
of Srila Srivas Pandit. Naturally, he became overwhelmed with 
feelings and burst into tears. The observation of such an emotional 
reaction was unbearable to Devananda Pandit, the dry and heartless 
reciter of the Srimad Bhagavatam. He thus threw Srivas Pandit out of 
the venue, committing a great offense at the Lotus Feet of the great 
Vaisnava Srivas Pandit. 

                      

rila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Thakur 
Prabhupada once had to write a letter to Kunja das in 

which he indirectly identified himself as Nayani Mani Manjari, the 
eyeball of  Srimati Radha Rani. What does Nayani Mani mean? We 
know that without eyeballs one cannot see. In the case of Srimati 
Radha Rani, she loves Nayani Mani Manjari so much that without 
being able to see her she feels blind. 

Bhakti is defined as the topmost effort to engage the use of all of 
one’s sense organs and mind to wholeheartedly satisfy the Supreme 
Lord. This unending, spontaneous, natural seva is called Uttama 
bhakti. This kind of spontaneous love affair can only and only be seen 
in the Brajavasis. Especially parakiya madhurya rasa bhava is only 
found in the Braja Gopikas because their whole hearts and souls are 
sold out to the Lotus Feet of Sri Krsna. Only in Braja Dhama, and 
nowhere else in the whole world, is this kind of exclusive and excellent 
love affair seen among Sri Krsna and the Braja Gopikas. We have seen 
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this kind of nonstop seva mood in Srila Prabhupada. It is this exact 
Radha anugatya  that we see in the life lila of Srila Prabhupada.  

                           
 

rila Prabhupada very often used to speak that, “Nobody 
likes to repeat what I say about the Absolute Truth. 

Without a one hundred percent submission unto the Lotus Feet of the 
Supreme Lord, nobody can speak about the Absolute Truth.” 

Due to the massive influence of Kali at present, the topics of the 
Absolute are most rare. Nobody likes to discuss the Absolute Truth. 
But, for the benefit of our bhajan, Srila Prabhupada always advised us 
to hear absolute Harikatha and to avoid hearing false Harikatha. 
Genuine Harikatha from a genuine source can give us full protection. 
But false Harikatha from a false source can take us to hell. From the 
outside, both seem to be the same but there is an infinite gap 
between the two. Pure Harikatha is aprakrita Shabda Brahma without 
the help of which we cannot cut our material bondage; false Harikatha 
from a false source simply tightens our bondage. Sri Gaudiya Vedanta 
tattva Acharya Srila Jiva Gosvamipada wrote the following Siddhanta 
vichar in his sandarbha:  

“bakta saraga niraga divido parikirtita” 
It is the strict instruction of Srila Jiva Gosvamipad not to allow 

any kapat bakta (speaker) to sit on the Vyasasana because doing so 
contaminates the whole system of Sampradaik Bhajan. A kapat bakta 
is a saraga bakta. A saraga bakta’s heart is fully contaminated with 
material desires such as labha, puja, and prathista, but a niraga bakta 
has no contamination of these desires in his heart. A niraga bakta can 
help propagate pure devotional waves among those who hear his 
Harikatha. When a saraga bakta speaks Harikatha, the contamination 
and poison inside his heart spreads to those who hear from him. 
Hearing his contaminated katha causes his listeners to develop more 
bondage and more spiritual sickness. 

Gaura Hari Hari Bol 
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