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The qualities of the real preacher 
(Part 1) 

(Excerpts from the classes of Shri Shyam Das Babaji Maharaj) 

krsna-bhakti-sudha-panad 
           deha-daihika-vismrteh 

           tesam bhautika-dehe’pi 
                     sac-cid-ananda-rupata 

aving drunk the nectar of devotion to Krsna, those 
devotees forget their material bodies and 

relationships. Thus even while living in material bodies, they assume 
the transcendental nature of eternity, knowledge, and bliss. 

The sloka mentioned above is very important. The sloka is from 
Brihad Bhagavatamrita by Sanatana Gosvamipad. 

Gaudiya Gosti Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur 
Prabhupada said, “If I seek the path leading to the ultimate goal then 
I must ignore the countless voices of the popular wisdom and hear 
only that of the realized souls.” 

Srila Sarasvati Thakur also told that–In the name of Hari-Bhajan 
and Hari-Katha, people are being cheated. Those who are running to 
listen here and there are automatically cheated. Why? They want to 
be cheated, that’s why they are being cheated. If sufficient sincerity 
is present inside of our hearts, then it is the duty of Baladev-
Nityananda to guide us properly, and in that case there can be no 
question of any problem in Bhajan. 

Bounded souls are travelling around the 14 planetary systems 
and it is the duty of Nityananda Prabhu to help them if they are at all 
sincere enough. It is the duty of Nityananda to guide them up to a 
genuine shravan-guru. By meeting a genuine sadhu, a bounded soul 
can feel some reaction and inspiration. And then after that the soul 
can perceive the necessity of taking shelter of the Lotus Feet of a 
genuine Sat-Guru. 

H 
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Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur said that a sincere soul must wait with 
full patience for a Sat-Guru, one who is surely a tattva-vit Guru, to 
come into their life. 

What are tattva-vid and tattva-vadi? We should know these two 
terms. Tattva-vadi means those who can speak about tattva nicely 
but they have no realization. But tattva-vid means that they have 
direct realization of tattva. This kind of realized guru has the power 
to inculcate the feeling inside the heart of a genuine disciple. It is the 
duty of a Sat-Guru to inculcate seva-bhava inside the heart of a 
genuine disciple. Automatically after receiving diksha, a disciple can 
feel power. They can develop sambhanda jnana together with seva 
mood. 

Genuine bhakti is a kind of sweet intoxication because from that 
bhakti a devotee can get lost. He cannot remember even his own 
body and belongings. If we can have a chance to serve such a 
devotee then surely we will be successful in our mission of 
developing pure devotion. Prema is a kind of contagious disease. But 
to serve such an elevated devotee we must came up to that level 
where he is situated. From Srimad Bhagavatam 5th canto we find 
King Rahugan explaining that – According to the degree of elevation 
or consciousness, we can find like-minded people suitable for us. 

rajas-tamah-prakrtayah sama-sila bhajanti vai 
pitr-bhuta- prajesadin sriyaisvarya-prajepsavah 

Desirers of progeny and power along with wealth, having 
natures of rajas and tamas, corresponding natures of their deities, 
worship the Pitrs, Siva, Brahma and others. ( SB. 1.2.27) 

A man under the influence of raja-guna is always searching for 
the place where raja-guna is in action. Similarly, a man under the 
influence of tama-guna is always searching for the place where 
tama-guna is in action. Also, those who are influenced by sattva-
guna are always searching for the place where sattva-guna is in 
action. These three gunas are under the control of Maya-Devi. We 
are not that interested in the three modes of nature, but still we 
must cross over this material ocean which is full of sattva- raja-tama-
guna. Then from this platform we can start actual Hari-Bhajan. 
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Even if we are successful at cutting material bondage still there 
is no surety that we can start actual Hari-bhajan. There is a vital 
point to be analyzed and understood here. After coming out of 
Maya, what is our main target? If the case is that we become less 
interested in doing seva for the Supreme Lord and his devotees then 
automatically we are at risk of becoming a Mayavadi. 
In Srimad Bhagavatam in the Brahma stuti, we find one sloka by 
Pitamaha Brahma: 

ye ’nye ’ravindākṣa vimukta-māninas 
tvayy asta-bhāvād aviśuddha-buddhayaḥ 

āruhya kṛcchreṇa paraṁ padaṁ tataḥ 
patanty adho ’nādṛta-yuṣmad-aṅghrayaḥ 

                                                                                   (S.B. 10.2.32) 
“Someone may say that aside from devotees, who always seek 

shelter at the Lord’s lotus feet, there are those who are not devotees 
but who have accepted different processes for attaining salvation. 
What happens to them? In answer to this question, Lord Brahmā and 
the other demigods said, ‘O lotus-eyed Lord, although nondevotees 
who accept severe austerities and penances to achieve the highest 
position may think themselves liberated, their intelligence is impure. 
They fall down from their position of imagined superiority because 
they have no regard for Your lotus feet.” 

All those Yogis and Jnanis are always going to express their 
respective personal feelings which are not at all complete, because 
they are not interested in the seva of the Absolute Truth. So their 
realization can never be complete realization. Only those who come 
in contact with a pure devotee can start Hari-Bhajan.The Sri Caitanya 
Caritamrita states : 

brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva 
guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja 

                                                                                  (C.C. Madhya 19.151) 
 “According to their karma, all living entities are wandering 

throughout the entire universe. Some of them are being elevated to 
the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the 
lower planetary systems. Out of many millions of wandering living 
entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate 
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with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Kṛṣṇa. By the mercy 
of both Kṛṣṇa and the spiritual master, such a person receives the 
seed of the creeper of devotional service.” 

First of all we have to understand the position into which we are 
put. Then we can make a decision about which direction we should 
go. Our personal endeavor cannot give us success without the mercy 
of Guru-Vaishnava. In the Isopanishad – Mantra 7, we find this sloka: 

yasmin sarvāṇi bhūtāny 
ātmaivābhūd vijānataḥ 

tatra ko mohaḥ kaḥ śoka 
ekatvam anupaśyataḥ 

 “One who always sees all living entities as spiritual sparks, in 
quality one with the Lord, becomes a true knower of things. What, 
then, can be illusion or anxiety for him?” 

The need to get out of the influence of Maya is a priority. But if 
we spend our whole life on this cause then when can we start actual 
Hari-bhajan? That is the main question. 

rajas tamaś ca sattvena 
sattvaṁ copaśamena ca 

etat sarvaṁ gurau bhaktyā 
puruṣo hy añjasā jayet 

                                      (ŚB 7.15.25) 
 “One must conquer the modes of passion and ignorance by 

developing the mode of goodness, and then one must become 
detached from the mode of goodness by promoting oneself to the 
platform of śuddha-sattva. All this can be automatically done if one 
engages in the service of the spiritual master with faith and 
devotion. In this way, one can conquer the influence of the modes of 
nature.” 

Through Sat-Guru and Vaishnava seva it is very easy to get out of 
the influence of Maya. Maya cannot touch a genuine devotee. 

Here “puruso” means that irrespective of gender or of cast or 
creed, any jivatma can progress successfully through Sat-Guru-seva. 
Here “pure dehe vasati iti purusah” means the jivatma is sitting in a 
body which is like a pure temple. Even though it is made of the five 
material elements of this world (earth, fire, water, air, space) still 
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two souls are living in that temple. These are the jivatama and 
Paramatma. Their friendship is ever lasting. It is an eternal 
relationship. It can never be broken. But we are so foolish that we 
ignore this eternal relationship. In our lack of intelligence we 
establish relationships with worldly objects and personalities that 
are all temporary and unstable in nature. Automatically we find 
ourselves in a continuous ocean of misery. We are all living our lives 
like beasts. 

If a devotee goes on drinking Krishna bhakti-rasa continuously, 
then automatically he can get lost in the ocean of transcendental 
bliss. This is true even to the extent that he will not remember his 
own body and body related things. Common people think that Pure 
Devotees bodies are made of the five elements of nature, but this is 
not correct because their bodies are transcendental (aprakrita). 
Externally it can be seen that both Pure Devotees and common 
people are sleeping and eating, etc. But the body of a Pure Devotee 
cannot be compared with a material body. 

What is the specialty of a Vaishnava? If we take the example of 
Bilvamangal Thakur, he was a South Indian Brahman born in a very 
nice family. But somehow due to evil association he was having great 
problems in his life. Material kama can make anybody blind and 
unable to understand what is good and what is bad, what to do and 
what not to do. 

asat-sanga-tyaga, — ei vaisnava-acara 
‘stri-sangi’ — eka asadhu, ‘krsnabhakta’ ara 

                                                                        (C.c.Madhya 22.87) 
 “A Vaisnava should always avoid the association of ordinary 

people. Common people are very much materially attached, 
especially to women. Vaishnavas should also avoid the company of 
those who are not devotees of Lord Krsna.” 

 ‘sādhu-saṅga’, ‘sādhu-saṅga’ — sarva-śāstre kaya 
lava-mātra sādhu-saṅge sarva-siddhi haya 

                                                                         (C.c. Madhya 22.54) 
 “The verdict of all revealed scriptures is that by even a 

moment’s association with a Pure Devotee, one can attain all 
success. Even one fraction of a second of Sat-Sanga (one lava, which 
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means one second divided by eleven) is more than sufficient to get 
the highest target of our bhajan life [Krsna prema].” 

brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva 
guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja 

                                                                     (C.c. Madhya 19.151) 
“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering 

throughout the entire universe. Some of them are being elevated to 
the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the 
lower planetary systems. Out of many millions of wandering living 
entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate 
with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Kṛṣṇa. By the mercy 
of both Kṛṣṇa and the spiritual master, such a person receives the 
seed of the creeper of devotional service.” 

In the course of traveling these fourteen worlds for an infinite 
period, if our luck is favorable enough to get the kripa of a genuine 
Sadhu, then in that case we can get the full and final settlement of 
our life. But how can we understand who is genuine and who is not 
genuine? That is the main question. Externally it seems that all the 
same (wearing Tulsi-mala, Neck-beads, chanting Japa, etc.) So how 
can we identify, what is the specialty with genuine Vaishnavas?       

The following example will suitably clarify this point. 
Externally it may be seen that the warden of a jail is staying in 

the same complex with the prisoners. But their experiences are 
comparable to the difference between heaven and hell. The jailer 
stays there as the supreme authority of the jail in order to control 
the prisoners. But the prisoners are in the jail to be punished. 
Similarly, externally it can be seen that the pure Vaishnavas are also 
staying in the same material world with the rest of us. Doesn’t this 
sufficiently clarify their excellent and honorable position in this 
material world? 

Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur Prabhupada was 
habituated to use all of his time for the non-stop seva of Sri Krsna 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu – the Supreme Lord. He used to publish daily 
the Nadiya Prakash, weekly the Gaudiya Patrika and also fort night 
and monthly Magazines were published. Also different kind of books 
in different languages, etc. At the same time he used to organize 
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different kind of exhibitions and shows to attract the common 
people with the intent of helping them improve their painful lives. 
He desired to give them the address of Eternity. It follows that he 
was merciful enough to send his preaching parties to different 
corners of the world to spread the divine message of Lord Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu. 

The symptom of a pure Vaishnava is that he is always engaged in 
eternal seva. A Siddha Mahatma can be recognized in that way. It 
seemed that Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur was engaged in court affairs 
as a District-Magistrate, but when he went to bed to sleep he was 
found to be engaged in eternal seva. If we examine his life history 
thoroughly then we will find that his devotional mood was totally 
flowing through all his activities. Due to his heavy schedule, he was 
sometimes observed not wearing tilak and not wearing Tulsi mala. 
Common people misinterpreted this as an indication that he was a 
non devotee. 

These same misunderstandings happened in the cases of Srila 
Gaurakishor Das Babaji Maharaj and Vamsi Das Babaji Maharaj. This 
is why Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur Prabhupada was 
usually unwilling to give permission to anyone to go and visit those 
Paramahamsas. His concern was the likeliness that the visitors would 
misunderstand the behavior of such elevated personalities. 

For instance, when the markets had closed, Srila Vamsi Das 
Babaji Maharaj would often go to the marketplace to search for 
fallen and rotten vegetables. After collecting some potatoes or 
brinjals or some other items, he headed back and washed the 
vegetables to begin the bhoga preparation process. Sometimes, in 
order to see the mercy of Gaura-Nityananda, he would use his bare 
hands to cook the subji in the frying pan. After the offering was 
done, he used to take prasadam in a dry coconut shell. Srila 
Gaurakishora Das Babaji Maharaj used to offer raw rice washed in 
Ganga water sometimes taking the prasadam with salt and chili. At 
times he offered uncooked brinjal, but nevertheless he enjoyed it so 
much that he seemed to be tasting nectar. 

purva purva bhagavata-gana ei kaya 
vaisnavera kriya-mudra vijne na bujhaya 
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 “All of the previous great devotees have said, “No one can 
understand the behavior of a Vaisnava.” 

Nobody can understand a pure Vaishnava. Even demigods 
misunderstand their activities. Externally, Srila Vamsi Das Babaji 
Maharaj and Gaurakishor das Babaji Maharaj had no disciples. It 
even appeared that they had no knowledge of shastra. So common 
people could not understand them. Yet internally their hearts were 
deeply associating with the Supreme Lord. 

kibā vipra, kibā nyāsī, śūdra kene naya 
yei kṛṣṇa-tattva-vettā, sei ‘guru’ haya 

                                                        (C.c. Madhya 8.128) 
 “Whether one is a brāhmaṇa, a sannyāsī or a śūdra-regardless 

of what he is-he can become a spiritual master if he knows the 
science of Kṛṣṇa.” 

Once, Bhagavan das Babaji Maharaj was chasing something by 
raising a stick with his hand. At that moment, a Zamindar (landlord) 
came to meet with Maharaj and became frightened to see Maharaj 
brandishing the stick. The Zamindar criticized Maharaj in his mind. 
He thought, “A Sadhu is not supposed to become angry. He is going 
to beat me.” So the Zamindar left and subsequently relayed this 
incident to a friend who suggested to the Zamindar that there must 
be some misunderstanding. The friend told the Zamindar that he 
should go back and get Maharaj’s holy darshan and try to discover 
some secret reason for the presence of the stick. They went together 
to see Srila Bhagavan Das Babaji Maharaj. When they asked Maharaj 
to clarify the reason he held a stick, Srila Babaji Maharaj told them 
that he was occupied with trying to drive a goat away that had been 
eating up all the Tulsi trees in the Govinda Mandir in Vrindavan. Only 
then could they realize the workings of the heart of such a 
Paramahamsa Sadhu as Srila Bhagavan das Babaji Maharaj. In this 
way we see that it can prove quite dangerous to try to understand a 
Vaishnava. 

Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada told that 
only a practicing Acharya who is in the Paramahamsa stage can act 
as an effective Acharya. It is only possible if the Acharya has direct 
feelings (realizations) about Shabda-Brahma and Para-Brahma. Then 
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he can act as an effective Acharya. Otherwise, no one can act as an 
Acharya. 

At the very least we should go up to the level of that kind of 
direct realization. Until then we cannot expect any tangible results 
from our Haribhajan. When our inclination towards the Lotus Feet of 
Sat-Guru is perfect, we will gradually develop all other qualities. 
What can be the reason we are not able to proceed smoothly in our 
bhajan? We should understand this point clearly. Our material 
darshan and material conception will always create trouble for us as 
long as we remain focused on the external shape and design of any 
matter or any personality. This type of vision is very dangerous. 
From Sri Caitanya Caritamrita in Ray Ramananda Samvad we clearly 
see that a Paramhamasa finds his Isthadev everywhere. 

sthavara-jangama dekhe, na dekhe tara murti 
sarvatra haya nija ista-deva-sphurti      

                                                               (Cc. Madhya 8.274) 
“The maha-bhagavata, the advanced devotee, certainly sees 

everything mobile and immobile, but he does not exactly see their 
forms. Rather, everywhere he immediately sees manifest the form of 
the Supreme Lord.” 

Even in this material world, a devotee does not see materially 
manifested things; instead he sees Govinda in everything. At the end 
of the conversation, when Sri Ray Ramananda became very 
interested to learn the actual secret feature of Sriman Mahaprabhu, 
then Sriman Mahaprabhu was bound to confess that he himself is 
Rasa-Raja-Mahabhava, none other than Rasik Shekara Krsna with 
the Maha-Bhava mood of Srimati Radharani. 

We will have to develop our fine and pure darshan power by the 
mercy of Sudarshan Chakra. Without the mercy of Sudarshan 
Chakra, maybe we can memorize some dry philosophy, but that is 
not the way. According to the percentage of our inclination and seva 
mood unto the Lotus Feet of Sat-Guru–Vaishnava, we can 
automatically develop our darshan power. 

 
Gaura Hari Hari Bol 
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The qualities of the real preacher 
(Part 2) 

(Excerpts from the classes of Shri Shyam Das Babaji Maharaj) 

 
uru and Vaishnavas never try to speak dry philosophy. 
Their Hari-Katha is coming from the heart. Usually a 
Vaishnava will feel disturbance if somehow they feel that 
they are about to lose even a slight connection with the 

Eternal World. They always maintain a connection with the Eternal. 
Just like if a fish is kept out of water it will feel itself on the verge of 
death. Similarly, Guru-Vaishnava is always engaged in and absorbed 
in eternal-seva. Any type of disconnection with the Eternal World is 
intolerable and dangerous for them. A pure devotee can always see 
their Istha-deva everywhere. But a bounded soul can only see flesh 
and blood or material shape and design, etc. everywhere. For this 
reason, Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada used to say, 
“There is a gulf difference between this material world and that 
Transcendental World.” 

Even the heaven and hell example is not applicable in this case. 
It is more accurate to say that the two are incomparable. The 
material conception is simply obsolete. Material life is full of misery. 
The restless material mind is always going to put us in the ocean of 
misery. Our situation in this material world is actually painful. When I 
start to feel that my material body is useless, then I will have 
developed a very good symptom. Maybe shortly thereafter I am 
going to lose my attachment to my body. 

“amedhya purne krimikit sankule 
 svabhava durgadhi vinindit antare 

kalebare mutre purushe bhavire 
 ramanti mudha viromanti panditha” 

                                               (Alvandar Stotra) By Yamuna Acharya) 
“This useless material body is full of blood, flesh, stool, urine, 

etc. Still material people think it to be a place of enjoyment. The 

G 
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more we start to hate this body the more we are advancing. That is 
the verdict of the pandits.” 

Those who are real pandits realize the painful situation of this 
material body which is made up of blood and flesh. Insects are 
enjoying our insides at all times. Our material bodies are dirty and 
full of stool, urine, puss and blood. When we rise to the level of full 
consciousness and are in touch with the Supreme Lord all the time, 
then automatically we will lose our connection with this material 
body and mind and all related things.  

Sriman Mahaprabhu wanted to give this example to Sanatana 
Gosvami Pad to clarify the point of full dedication unto the Lotus 
Feet of the Supreme Lord. A wicked lady will constantly try to exhibit 
her loving seva to her husband while simultaneously anticipating in 
the illegal association of her lover. Similarly, a pure devotee, though 
externally engaged in so many duties, will still feel a strong 
attraction to the Supreme Lord in his heart. 

At present, we are in a bounded condition, but it is not that we 
should stay in this bound condition forever. We have to try our best, 
through seva and by the mercy of pure Guru-Vaishnava, to cut this 
material bondage. Through powerful aprakrita vani seva (hearing 
and chanting of Harinam and Harikatha), we become eligible to cut 
Maya and get eternal-seva. 

We should understand the point that sadhana siddha is just as 
important as nittya siddha. We should not try to make any disparity. 
A sadhan siddha sadhu gets his siddha bhava through his perfect 
Bhajan procedure; a nittya siddha comes to us to teach us perfect 
Bhajan. Such personalities are usually deputed by the Supreme Lord 
for some special purpose.  

From Hari Bhakti Vilasa we learn the important point that even a 
Madhyam Adhikari Guru can never be disposed of. But if some big 
faults are found that cannot be ignored, such a fallen Guru should be 
abandoned. Or the disciple can get permission from the Madhyam 
Adhikari Gurudev to get Bhajan Siksha with Siddhanta-Vichar of 
Shastra from an elevated siksha Guru. This is not considered 
offensive. The Madhyam Adhikari Guru should not only give 
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permission but should also join the disciple in going to hear from the 
more advanced Vaishnava. 

Why was Srila Prabhupada Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur 
bound to make a sweet adjustment between Pancaratrik procedure 
and Bhagavat guru-parampara? Nobody can understand this vital 
point. From Sri Caitanya Caritamrita we can also find that Sriman 
Mahaprabhu indicated the same adjustment. Sriman Mahaprabhu 
says that the purpose of Pancaratrik vidhan (five special branches of 
knowledge) is non-different from Bhagavat-Tattva-Vigyan (Bhagavat-
Parampara).  

In the Guruparampara song composed by Srila Prabhupada, we 
can see that the first half of the list of the Guruparampara comes 
from the Pancaratrik Parampara and the second half starts with the 
Bhagavat Parampara. This very special harmony of the Pancharatrik 
Parampara and the Bhagavat Parampara shown by Srila Prabhupada 
has a great inner meaning. He wanted to prove that the flow of the 
power of the Guruparampara can never be disturbed. We should try 
to approach the concept that way. Otherwise, our doubts and 
suspicions can throw us into the ocean of aparadha. 

For example, Shyamananda Prabhu, the disciple of Gauri Das 
Pandit, after taking his Guru’s permission, went to Srila Jiva Gosvami 
Pad to get Tattva Siddhanta-jñāna. By the blessings of Jiva Gosvami 
Pad, Shyamananda Prabhu started feeling his eternal madhurya rasa 
bhava even though his Gurudev, Gauri Das Pandit, was eternally in 
sakha-rasa-bhava. 

Narottama Das Thakur, the disciple of Lokanath Das Gosvami, 
plus Srinivasa Acharya, the disciple of Gopal Bhatta Gosvami, started 
getting Tattva jñāna from Srila Jiva Gosvamipada. They, too, 
gradually started feeling their own eternal madhurya–rasa-bhava. 

“Sri guru agyaya tad sevan arivadhena ca anesam opi 
vaishnavanam pujanam sreyaha” 

(Bhakti Sandarbha 238 Anucceda) 
By the permission of Sat Guru deva other Vaishnava seva can be 

done to get good result in Bhajan (because Guru-tattva and 
Vaishnava- tattva is one and the same) but this should not cause any 
problem in the main Guru-seva process. 
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We cannot break the rules and regulations set by our Diksha 
Guru. But at the same time, with the permission of our Gurudev, we 
can approach an elevated Siksha Guru to get more power in our 
Bhajan. But that should not disturb our main Diksha Guru-seva. Of 
course all of those above procedures are applicable only for Sat-
Gurudeva. 

One special consideration is whether my Siksha Guru shows 
enough respect for my Diksha Guru from whom I have received 
Sambhanda jñāna. If he does not, surely I cannot accept him as my 
Siksha Guru. The first duty of a Siksha Guru is to give me lessons that 
increase my faith in and respect for the Lotus Feet of my Diksha 
Guru.  

If we develop some material conception toward Guru-Vaishnava, 
this will make us fall down. Some devotees left the Lotus Feet of Srila 
Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur Prabhupada. Not only that but 
later on they also started publishing some unusual books that 
ignored Srila Prabhupad and did not mention his name. We can 
accept this remarkably negative example as a perfect indicator to 
guide us in our own devotional development. 

Our Pancaratrik Diksha Guru gives us Sambhanda jñāna, and 
Bhagavat-Tattva siksha-guru gives us Abhideha jñāna. Both Gurus 
are on the same level, no doubt. But still our Diksha-Guru must have 
some specialty because without Sambhanda jñāna, how can we start 
Bhajan? 

If both our Diksha and Shiksa Gurus are present in the same 
place at the same time, in that case we are bound to bow down unto 
the Lotus Feet of our Diksha Guru first. The material conception 
dictates that seniority should be given priority. 

In the history of our Guru Parampara, sometimes we see a 
breakage of proper linkage in the chain. This break can only be reset 
by Bhagavat Parampara. There is no other alternative. Srila Baladev 
Vidyabhusana, the Great Gaudiya Vedanta Acharya, wrote 
specifically about the flawless flow of the Guru-Parampara in his 
book Prameya Ratnavali. 

Srila Baladev Vidyabhusana Prabhu never wanted to make a 
false bridge between the Gaudiya-Parampara and the Madhava-
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Parampara. Actually, Gaudiyas are already in the line of 
Madhavacarya, because Srila Madhavendra Puri, Srila Isvara Puri, 
and Sriman Mahaprabhu himself are already in the line of 
Madhavacarya. So do not accept any suggestion that the Sri 
Madhava–Gaudiya –Parampara is a concoction. It is a fact that Srila 
Baladev Vidyabhusana was already in the line of Madhavacarya. But 
by the mercy of our Supreme Lord Sriman Mahaprabhu, Srila 
Baladev Vidyabhusana got the chance to take Diksha in the line of 
the Shyamananda Parivar in order to discover the unique taste of 
Rasa-Tattva. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur has already written in his Parikrama 
kanda book that the original Acharyas of the four authentic 
Sampradayas came in Gaura Dham to get the full Kripa of Sriman 
Mahaprabhu who is Sri Krsna Chaitanya. They all did receive the full 
Kripa of The Supreme Lord Sriman Mahaprabhu. Noteworthy is the 
fact that Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu promised Srila Madhavacarya 
that He would accept the Madhavacarya Sampradaya in this Kali-Kal. 
So we cannot attribute the link between the Madhava Sampradaya 
and the Gaudiya-Sampradaya to Srila Baladev Vidyabhusana; that 
connection was already eternally present. 

The question might arise about where and how Srila Parikshit 
Maharaj was initiated. Srila Prabhupada would clarify, “What do you 
mean by Diksha?” 

Diksha means the procedure through which one can develop 
Sambhanda jñāna with the Supreme Lord. That had already occurred 
in the life of Srila Parikshit Maharaj through his listening to Srimad 
Bhagavat Katha. Sambhanda-, Abhideha- and Prayojana-Tattva are 
all present in the Srimad Bhagavatam. 

Śrīla Jīva Gosvāmīpada wrote in the Sandharbas that there are 
two types of baktas (speakers). “bakta saraga niraga divido 
parikirtita” means there are two types of speakers of Hari-Katha. 
One such devotee is “saraga.” He still has some kama, lust, etc. in his 
heart but can still speak Hari-Katha for his own purification but 
cannot act as an advisor. Because advisor means surely he is niraga 
bakta (totally established in tattva vijnana). The other kind is 
“niraga.” This personality has no material desires remaining in his 
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heart. The vyasasana should only be occupied by a niraga bakta who 
has no demand for name, fame, position, money, honor and etc. We 
should not allow a saraga bakta to sit on the vyasasana to speak 
Harikatha because he will contaminate it. Śrīla Jīva Gosvāmīpada 
gave clear instructions that we should not allow a preacher with 
such mundane desires to sit on the vyasasana. Of course those who 
want to be cheated will be cheated very easily by them. If our own 
hearts are full of duplicity and disingenuousness, we cannot expect 
to fully understand a sadhus perfect guidance.  Common people like 
us have no capacity to detect who is a real preacher (a Pure 
Devotee), but still we can avoid such a saraga bakta to ensure our 
perfect satsanga. 

Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada often said, “If I seek 
the path leading to the Absolute Truth then I must ignore the 
countless voices of popular wisdom and listen only to that of the 
realized soul.”  We must remember this advice in order to save 
ourselves from a cheating preacher. Why are there some cheaters 
acting as preachers? The reason is that if they would speak the exact 
teachings, then the discrepancies in their own lifestyles would be 
discovered. Because of that, they are bound to be selective about 
what to speak and what not to speak. You will never be able to hear 
the Absolute Truth from them because they are foremost among 
those who aren’t following correctly. 

In John 8:7 (New International Version), Jesus said, “Let any one 
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone…” 

For an acting Acharya, it is a great responsibility to demonstrate 
proper behavior. If one’s adhikar makes this impossible, it is better 
for him not to preach. For example, there was once a ship captain 
who chose to save himself instead of using his full effort to save the 
passengers in his vessel. Thinking to save just his own life, he jumped 
into the water. But it so happened that a strong whirlpool swallowed 
him. When he went to Yamaloka, Yama Maharaja told him that he 
had to pay and suffer for each and every living entity who died on 
the ferry which he was operating. The man replied that it was not his 
fault because he had tried to save them. But Yama replied, “No. You 
should not have jumped out of the boat to save only yourself. If you 



23

Guru-Tattva and the Qualities of a real preacher

would have stayed aboard you would not now need to pay and 
suffer for all of them.” 

What teaching can we get out of this incident? If an Acharya 
takes responsibility for guiding a soul to the final destination, but he 
himself falls down, then he will have to pay severely. If an ordinary 
devotee falls down then that can be excused. But if an Acharya falls 
down then this will create such a big disturbance. 

A Sadhu has no right to manufacture any new philosophy. A 
Sadhu must repeat only what Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has told, 
only what Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Prabhupada has told, and only what 
our Guruvarga has told. Not even one dot or comma should be 
changed. The only things that can be added are the moods received 
from one’s Gurudeva. 

Every Acharya has a specialty. Srila Bhakti Pragyana Kesava 
Maharaja, Srila Bhakti Rakshak Sridhar-Dev Gosvami Maharaja and 
many others all have their own specialties. 

Once someone asked my Gurudeva a nice question: “We see 
that every Acharya has his own specialty so how do we know whom 
to follow?” 

My Gurudev, Bhakti Promode Puri Maharaj, answered that first 
of all one has to follow his own Guru. He added that the standard is 
that Guru must be on the platform of eternal existence and he must 
have realized his own svarupa. Such a Guru will first give Sambhanda 
gyana. Once a disciple becomes more and more steady, with the 
permission of one’s Gurudeva, he can go to another Vaishnava and 
ask him for help reconciling the specialties among them. 

“Sri guru agyaya tad sevan arivadhena ca 
anesam opi vaishnavanam pujanam sreyaha” 

(Bhakti Sandarbha 238 Anucceda) 
By the permission of Sat Guru deva other Vaishnava seva can be 

done to get good result in Bhajan (because Guru-tattva and 
Vaishnava- tattva is one and the same) but this should not cause any 
problem in the main Guru-seva process. 

A disciple might find that the Acharyas’ teachings are a little bit 
different from each other. But on the deepest level they are all the 
same. 
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The Doership Conception Can Never 
Give Us Success in Our Hari-Bhajan 

aprakrita vastu nahe prakrta gocar 
        veda puranete ei kahe nirantar 

 (C.C.Madhya-9.195) 

he perception of spiritual objects (apprakrita –vastu) is 
not within the range of the material senses and 

contemplating them is beyond the range of the mind. The Vedas and 
the Puranas proclaim this repeatedly.   

Should we be satisfied that apprakrita siddhanta vichar is in a 
book in written form? Or should we make a fully sincere effort to 
realize this siddhanta vichar and apply this excellent darshan vichar 
in our own life? Gaudiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta 
Sarasvati Gosvami Thakur Prabhupad — Jagat Guru told that, “Any 
amount of any kind of seva by anybody can come to a flop end if at 
all there is any smell of the doership conception inside our heart.” 
This applies to any type of seva including Harikatha Kirtan seva, 
writing seva, editing seva, Guru- Vaishnava seva, Bikhsa seva or Puja 
seva, etc. We are a total failure if we fail to apply this vishuddha 
siddhanta vichar (apprakrita vastu nahe prakrta gocar…) in our 
devotional life. Only and only at the stage of trinad api sunicena 
bhava can one do apprakrita Nama Sankirtan and Harikatha. Also, 
Guru-Vaishnava darshan or Vigraha darshan is not at all possible for 
us because of our dirty doership conception. With the mood of 
material enjoyment, such darshan is not possible. We have seen the 
extremely humble moods of Sri Srila Paramahamsa Gurudeva and 
our Guruvarga. Their apprakrita Vigraha darshan or their mood of 
doing Vaishnava seva or Vani seva all are remarkable. To seek the 
complete satisfaction of the Supreme Lord was their only aim in 
their life to the exclusion of everything else. So naturally they were 
successful. “I am an infinitely small creature” and “I am 
nothing”were their sincere feelings. This kind of extremely humble 
mood can bring success to our devotional life because apprakrita 
dainya can catch the attention of the great merciful Supreme Lord. 

T 
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The “Drishya-Drosta” darshan topic was explained by Srila 
Prabhupada Sarasvati Thakur many times in his life. It is so important 
that without it everything else is null and void, a big useless zero.  

We can never forget Srila Gurudeva and how he paid his Vigraha 
darshan pranam in an extremely humble mood. Even during Srila 
Gurudeva’s advanced age, we saw that when he paid his dandavat 
pranams to Sri Vigraha or during parikrama of any holy apprakrita lila 
spot such as Lalita Kund or Radha Kund, he was not at all ready to 
accept external help by a wheelchair or a rickshaw. Also, his 
exclusive humble mood was to think of himself as nothing 
spectacular. It was as if he used to think of himself as guilty in front 
of Sri Vigraha. At the time of offering his dandavat pranams, he 
never even used to look at Sri Vigraha like we do with our drostha 
bhava (false ego of seer mood). Our darshan is dirty material 
darshan. We always want to get enjoyment even by looking at Sri 
Vigraha or Guru-Vaishnava. This is the tragedy with us.  

Long ago, when I was engaged in the seva of Sri Dau Ji Maharaja 
at our Dau Ji Mandir at Sri Vrindavan on Gopishwara Road, I would 
usually go to different temples to pay my dandavat pranams and do 
parikrama of the deities. Very often I used to see one very old and 
humble Gaudiya Vaishnava who used to pay dandavat pranams to Sri 
Gokulananda Vigraha even without looking at the Vigraha. It was as 
if felt himself a guilty man. I was astounded to see his mood of 
extreme humility. After paying his dandavat pranams, he would go 
sit in a corner of the temple to start Gaudiya Kirtan with a very, very 
humble mood. He was trying his best to give full satisfaction to Sri 
Gokulananda Maharaja. With full attention and sincerity and without 
looking at anybody else, he used to do nice Gaudiya Kirtan. Although 
externally the Kirtan was not so sweet and there were no musical 
instruments except for his Kartals, I still used to feel that my heart 
was going to be melted by that kind of heart touching sweet 
devotional Gaudiya Kirtan.  

From then onward, I could realize how to do perfect seva of Sri 
Harinam Sankirtan and Harikatha. I will also recount a historical 
incident here. Long ago, King Akbar Badsa wanted to hear a very 
popular Kirtan song from Sri Tansen who was the topmost singer in 
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his assembly. According to the desire of Akbar Badsa, Tansen started 
singing the sweet devotional song which he had originally learned 
from his Parmahamsa Gurudeva Sri Haridas Thakur who was, at the 
time, the sole sevak of Sri Banke Bihari Ji Maharaj in Sri Vrindavan 
Dham. Everyone was really puzzled to hear that Kirtan by Tansen, 
but King Akbar Badsa was compelled to remark, “Oh, Tansen! The 
song is really wonderful but still it could not touch my heart like the 
song I previously heard with you directly, though secretly, from your 
Gurudeva at Sri Vrindavan Dham.” Sri Tansen was bound to beg for 
the King’s pardon. He apologized, “Oh, King! Please excuse me! That 
kind of heart melting song is only possible from my Paramahamsa 
Gurudeva, Haridas Thakur, because he is always seeking the total 
satisfaction of the Supreme Lord, Nandanandan Krsna, Banke Bihari 
Ji Maharaj. I, on the other hand, was singing to satisfy you.” That is 
the basic difference between apprakrita seva and prakrita seva. 

ataḥ śrī-kṛṣṇa-nāmādi 
na bhaved grāhyam indriyaiḥ 

sevonmukhe hi jihvādau 
svayam eva sphuraty adaḥ 

Therefore, material senses cannot appreciate Kṛṣṇa’s holy name, 
form, qualities and pastimes. When a conditioned soul is awakened 
to Kṛṣṇa consciousness and renders service by using his tongue to 
chant the Lord’s holy name and taste the remnants of the Lord’s 
food, the tongue is purified, and one gradually comes to understand 
who Kṛṣṇa really is. (CC Madhya 17.136) 

 
Gaura Hari Hari bol 
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The Servant of Guru is  
Honorable to Me 

 
tatra bhāgavatān dharmān 
śikṣed gurv-ātma-daivataḥ 

amāyayānuvṛttyā yais 
          tuṣyed ātmātma-do hariḥ   

                                                         (ŚB 11.3.22) 
ccepting the bona fide spiritual master as one’s life 
and soul and worshipable deity, the disciple should 

learn from him the process of pure devotional service. The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Hari, the soul of all souls, is inclined to give 
Himself to His pure devotees. Therefore, the disciple should learn 
from the spiritual master to serve the Lord without duplicity and in 
such a faithful and favorable way that the Supreme Lord, being 
satisfied, will offer Himself to the faithful disciple.”   

Gaudiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur 
Gosvami Prabhupada told that– “Guru- tattva is a unique and 
undivided tattva.” Svayam Rupa Bhagavan Brajendra Nandana Sri 
Krsna’s first expansion vigraha is Bhagavan Baladev. Though non-
different from Sri Krsna, Baladev is still in the form of sevak 
Bhagavan (asraya vigraha). He appears in this material world in the 
form of different Sat Guru Murtis to deliver jivas caught in the 
bondage of this material world. Unless and until one is well 
established in Guru-tattva, actual Haribhajan cannot begin. 

The above mentioned Bhagavat Sloka explains that in order to 
realize Sat Guru as the most intimately benevolent friend who is 
really non-different from Sri Hari, one should continuously serve him 
from the heart with full devotion. This way one learns and realizes 
Bhagavat dharma and the renunciation of selfish interests and Hari 
becomes very, very pleased and satisfied. 

Srila Prabhupada also told that, “ In the name of Hari katha and 
Hari bhajan, those who are misguiding common people, we common 
people want to be cheated by them, that’s why we are cheated. To 

“A 
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get cheated by them has become the usual fashion nowadays.” It 
has as if become the divine dispensations of this age. People are not 
sincere. They want to be cheated, so they are bound to be cheated. 

He also advised, “You all must try to understand the distinction 
between Bhaktivinod Dhara, which is the real sat-sanga, from the 
non-Bhaktivinod Dhara.” In that case, you need not join a deceiver 
group to learn something else in the name of devotion.   

The success that results from taking shelter at the Lotus Feet of 
Sat Guru is that the jivatma will develop the exclusive desire to take 
shelter of Harinam Prabhu.  

In a letter, Srila Prabhupada once chided a cunning and deceitful 
person. He predicted that they were going to enter into a fearful 
stage of material life characterized by karma-marg overpowered by 
Kali. He asked the addressee whether they thought that leaving the 
way of ‘pranipat praniprashna’ and seva would provide the ultimate 
gain. 

In one of Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinod Thakur’s Kirtans, he 
expresses his grief and suffering from the result of living a fanciful 
life. Bohu duksha paianche nath sva tantra jivane… “Oh! My Lord, I 
have suffered much in my fanciful life.” Perfect anugatya unto the 
Lotus Feet of Sat Guru-Vaishnava is the only way to avoid such 
suffering and grief.    

This Kirtan pad will expose the heart of a real saranagata jana, 
because Krsna bhajan is not at all possible for a heartless man who 
cannot understand what is the heart of Krsna. 

And those who think that the sadhus are our enemies because 
they advise us to do actual Hari Bhajan and avoid separate desires, 
they can never get the association of a great Sadhu (Mahat). 

Without understanding the depth of the two words “sat” and 
“mahat,” a lustful man will try to present himself as a wise 
personality. Because of jealousy or envy one will think of a sajjan or 
of a mahajan as his enemy and will forever lose the kripa of mahat-
jana. 
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The constructive attitude of a karmi jana is actually a destructive 
attitude. Nobody in this material world can understand this point 
except Pure Devotees. The following scriptural advice from Sri 
Caitanya Caritamrita is really perfect: 

nirapeksha na-hoile dharma na jaya rakhsane 
“Until and unless one is standing on a neutral platform, one 

cannot even begin to understand any general dharma (mental–
dharma, body–dharma, social–dharma, etc.).  

A materially bound jiva can by no means rise to a neutral 
platform. As a result of this, dangerous situations are inevitable in 
different Maths and Temples. We find the direct reflection of this 
vital advice in Sri Caitanya Caritamrita as well as in the guidance of 
Sri Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinod Thakur. We can find almost the 
same idea expressed in both places: 

math- mandir dalan bari na karo prayas 
“A bound soul should never try to make any Math, Mandir or 

concrete brick building.” 

A low tide of spiritual consciousness in the form of a decreased 
devotional mood can give us a feeling of sure destruction. “Vani 
Vaibhava” is the only treasure of our sampradaya. Nothing else is as 
important. To provide for the full protection of ‘Bhaktivinod Gaura 
Vani’ is the only duty of an Acharya. There cannot be any additional 
duty. Our tendency is to want to follow our fanciful mind but this is 
the sure way to death. The standing instruction of Sriman 
Mahaprabhu is, “Try to broadcast my teachings with real idealism 
and acaran, and arrange the situation in such a way so that 
everybody can get the scope of hearing about the Absolute 
Personality.” 

In Caitanya Caritamrita it is written “kaya-mano-vakye kare 
udvega na dibe”– physically, mentally or verbally one shouldn’t give 
pain to others. We should not hide behind this verse and use it as a 
justification to maintain an indifferent attitude toward or avoid 
preaching the Absolute Truth. Many try to take undue advantage of 
this Kirtan pad to identify themselves as great Sadhus and they 
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falsely accept the rare title of Gosvami. A true Sadhu is able to 
reconcile the duties of strong preaching.  

Srila Krsna Das Kaviraja Gosvami Prabhu said, “We want to lead 
our lives with Sri Caitanya Vani and at the same time avoid material 
vani.” 

Without the causeless mercy of pure Guru and Vaishnava, one 
cannot even start Hari Bhajan. Until then, the desire to lord it over 
the material nature cannot leave the heart and the sisya cannot 
develop the desire to rectify himself. Material enjoyment can never 
go side by side with the seva of transcendental vilas. 

Material desires simply prove the existence of the material 
bondage of the body and the soul. These material desires (kama) 
spring up from raja guna. That seed of kama-bija is material kama 
bija. Pure Gurus and Vaishnavas always try to eradicate that material 
kama bija with the help of heartrending and strong spoken sastra. 
Kama bija is the root cause of the strong bandage of the material 
body and the soul. 

When Sri Sankarsan wants to eradicate material lust by the 
strong cultivation of the heart field with the application of his 
plough, then naturally most people become very angry. The desires 
of a bound jiva are so thoroughly against his own best interests that 
he cannot help but be contrary to Guru and Vaishnava. 

Without serving the aprakrita Kama Deva, the Transcendental 
Cupid, Sri Krsna, a jiva’s heart can never get rid of material kama. A 
jiva in material bondage will show false submission unto the Lotus 
Feet of Guru-Vaishnava up until that point where his personal 
interests (labh, puja, prathista) are challenged. At that point, he will 
strike like a poisonous snake. With such a hostile attitude is it at all 
possible to serve Gurudeva? 

Those rich men out of their riches, grow some false ego which 
can make them blind. Then they fail to protect the dignity of Guru-
Vaishnava. Their operation on us can help us to grow more enduring 
power and patience to get attached to the Lotus Feet of the 
Supreme Lord. We can get the scope to increase our encouraging 
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mood to serve Guru-Vaishnava and Bhagavan and we can learn to 
honor and express truthfulness accordingly. 

Why does Laksmi Devi ride an owl? The answer is going to make 
a laughing-stock of the conditioned soul bound by lobha (greed). 
Though it is humorous as well as tragic, the following should 
nonetheless be accepted as perfect siddhanta. On whom does 
Laksmi Devi ride and who is the recipient of Her kripa? She bestows 
Her mercy so that some become rich. But this very opulence makes 
the beneficiary blind like an owl who cannot see during daylight. 
Deep darkness is favorable for the owl and that is why the rich man 
becomes maddened and blind and often develops a misguided yet 
fanatical belief in self-sufficiency. This can in turn lead to the 
audacious condition of not being able to see the excellency of 
Sadhu-Guru-Vaishnava. Of course the pastimes of Druva Maharaja, 
Prahlada Maharaja, Prithu Maharaja, Ambarish Maharaja, Janaka 
Maharaja or Yudhisthir Maharaja do not fall in this same category. 
They all became fortunate and were blessed to receive the direct 
feeling of parama tattva by the mercy of Guru-Vaishnava-Bhagavan. 
On the surface the situations might appear similar but Sri Krsna kripa 
and the kripa of Mayadevi are never one and the same. This can be 
known by the result. 

Gaudiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur 
Prabhupada said, “If the whole world goes against me, even all of 
those who wanted to prove something by coming to me, if they all 
one by one leave me, still I will go on doing the kirtan of that 
Absolute Truth fearlessly, standing under the  umbrella of Sri Guru 
caran.” He would also frequently say, “Many are coming to me to 
cheat me. They are not coming to get genuine kripa. I also want to 
deprive them with material opulences. I also want to cheat them life 
after life. Let me see how clever they are.” 

I know very well that most people cannot comprehend these 
concepts about the Absolute Truth. Previous habits from infinite 
lives negatively impact the jivatma by covering up entire portions of 
the heart and leaving no open space at all. What can be done about 
this? 
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Sri Gauranga Parshada Sri Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati Pad 
expressed his deep painful feelings on this topic in the following 
way: 

dhigastu brahmáham vadanapariphullan jadamatin 
kriyâsaktàn dhigdhig vikatatapaso dhik ca yaminah 

kimetán socámo visayarasa mattannarapasun 
na kesàncil leso’pyahaha milito gauramadhunah     

  ( Sri Caitanya Candramrita  Vers 32 ) 

Shame on the gross materialists, so attached to fruitive, 
ritualistic performances according to the Smrtis; shame on the 
mystic yogis who perform severe penances, following the eight-fold 
path of mystic perfection; shame on the impersonalists who utter 
aham brahmasmi (I am Brahman) – brimming with arrogance. They 
claim they are liberated, and thus, with blissful countenance, sink 
deep into meditation upon themselves. All these persons are mad 
for mundane pleasures devoid of any connection to the Supreme 
Personality. What sorrow can I express for these beasts in human 
form? Alas! (Oh me, oh my!) Not one of them has received even a 
minute particle of the honey-drenched pollen from the Lotus Feet of 
Sri GauraSundar.  

Mayavadi or impersonalists also arrange Guru puja or Vyasa 
puja, in a big way, with a fully enthusiastic attitude. They also 
worship Vyasa Pancaka, but the procedure of Vyasa puja by Gaudiya 
devotees is totally different from theirs. Gaudiyas are actually 
habituated to do Vyasa pancake puja in the truest sense. Where the 
realization of sevya sevaka sambhanda gyana (seva sambhandha) is 
felt as eternal, in that case Guru puja or Vyasa puja can be successful 
and meaningful. Otherwise, it is all meaningless. 

If Vyasa puja is done with a relation of non-eternal bhava, in that 
case, it is nothing other than a useless hypocrisy. In the Shankar 
Sampradaya, Vyasa puja is done with full glamour. But when there is 
doubt about the unparalleled unbitten tattva of Vyasa Deva, in that 
case everything can be like an oblation into the fire. Śrī Caitanya-
caritāmṛta – Ādi-līlā – Chapter 7.121 states : 

vyāsera sūtrete kahe ‘pariṇāma’-vāda 
‘vyāsa bhrānta’—bali’ tāra uṭhāila vivāda 
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“In his Vedānta-sūtra Śrīla Vyāsadeva has described that 
everything is but a transformation of the energy of the Lord. 
Śaṅkarācārya, however, has misled the world by commenting that 
Vyāsadeva was mistaken. Thus he has raised great opposition to 
theism throughout the entire world. 

This is the speciality of their Vyasa puja. Srila Prabhupada used 
to say that those who are totally established in the acar & acaran of 
Sri Gauranga Deva are actually the real preachers, and the rest 
(approximately 99%!) of them are more or less contaminated with 
Mayavad Vichar. They cannot maintain full faith in Guru–Vaishnava–
Bhagavan. On the contrary, they believe in their own power and 
efficiency. Wherever there is a special effort to project (protect) 
personal name and fame, in that case it is not at all Guru-Vaishnava 
seva. Such an exhibition of seva is not at all Guru-seva. A real Guru 
sevaka cannot have separate desires. He always has equal vision. 

Srila Prabhupada gave some final advice. “I have most probably 
given many people troubles in their minds. Some of them might 
have thought about me as their enemy because I was obliged to 
speak the plain truth for service and devotion towards the Absolute 
Godhead. I have given them all those troubles only for the reason 
that they may turn their face towards the Personality of Godhead 
without any desire for gain and with unalloyed devotion. I hope 
someday or other they may understand me rightly.” 

Srila Prabhupada always used to say, “If the whole world is going 
against me still I will not stop speaking about the Absolute Truth.” 

If we can comb through the whole world, there is doubt about 
how many people we can find who are genuinely ready to accept the 
Absolute Truth. Even more rare would be the number of people who 
can actually realize the heart of Srila Prabhupada Bhakti Siddhanta 
Gosvami Thakur. So how can we expect them to understand all the 
rare siddhanta-vichar of Srila Prabhupada. Surely, a genuine Sat Guru 
sevak is also Sat Guru because his ideal of exlusive seva to Sri Guru 
can make him Sat Guru. 

That kind of guru sevak is always respectable to us. But if 
someone makes a false exhibition of Guru seva with a motive to 



34

Guru-Tattva and the Qualities of a real preacher

capture the asana of Gurudeva, in that case we must avoid him to 
protect our own downfall. Somebody can “rent” himself to 
Gurudeva for some time with the intention of getting a return on the 
investment in the near future. He can even hold the post of the 
“pension holder” after the departure of Gurudeva. This is the painful 
condition of our sampradaik bhajan.  

At present, we are not so interested in the absolute interest of 
our sampradaya. We are too busy with our profit and loss accounts. 
But Srila Prabhupada clearly stated, “The only duty of an Acharya is 
to give full protection to ‘siddhanta vani–vaibhava’ and nothing else 
because if ‘sampradayik vani-vaibhava’ (the real secret treasure) is 
protected then automatically we can find proper solutions 
everywhere and we can run our mission smoothly.” 

But we are so kapat that we can take over some responsibility of 
Guru-Vaishnava seva , but surely not at all without any self-interest. 
Especially with vani-seva, a big wicked game is going on which is 
really very, very painful. No Acharya and nobody else is going to 
protest those culprits who are in fear of losing their respective rank 
and position. We are so badly habituated to enjoy false prathista 
that it has already become a chronic disease in our sampradaya. 

The quality of truthfulness, the most vital aspect of a life of 
bhajan, has nearly disappeared. If we are really interested in doing 
bhajan of the Absolute, then why does this painful situation prevail 
all around the world? When no one is ready to take shelter of the 
apparent truth, then what to speak of their ability to hear the 
Absolute Truth!? Half truth is no truth at all! Half truth is actually 
even more dangerous than a lie! 

When a bound soul acts as an Acharya, what can be more 
dangerous than that? 

In order to give full protection to Siddhanta Vani Vaibhava, one 
must first be totally established in that Absolute Truth. Without this 
fundamental grounding, any kind of external rank or position cannot 
help us at all. Instead, we will always be inclined to reserve our own 
honor or to take credit for any seva we do. In that condition, we will 
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neglect trying to seek the total satisfaction of Guru-Vaishnava-
Bhagavan, so ultimately we will be doing karma and not seva. 

Suppose I want to translate the writings of Srila Prabhupada 
Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur with a motive to change the 
theme of his writing or to enjoy some material benefit. In that case, 
this is a great offense. I have no right to change even one 
punctuation mark in his writing (or in any Mahajan’s writing). Any 
scent of anyabilas (separate desire) will prevent me from 
maintaining a life of Gaudiya bhajan in the truest sense. 

Srila Prabhupada told, “Sri Chaitanya Deva ki vastu.” (What a 
great unique treasure Sri Chaitanya Deva is.) 

In order to realize this point, all kinds of evil association must 
first be avoided, directly or indirectly. Otherwise, the vitality of our 
bhajan will diminish. We must not allow any kind of bad association 
to affect our Gaudiya bhajan. Evil influence can eat up the very life of 
our bhajan just as the presence of worms or insects inside of our 
belly can eat up the vital function of the body and cause it to stop 
accessing nourishment. All those near and dear to us should be left if 
they are at all averse to Chaitanya Deva. 

Impersonalism and Mayavadism can sneak into our lives in 
countless different forms and put profound and troubling 
impressions in our hearts. These concepts can cause us great trouble 
and ultimately deviate us from the track of Bhaktivinod Dhara. Such 
influences can even enter our consciousness in the form of morality, 
honesty, duty, or even in the form of humility, etc. But a Pure 
Devotee in the line of Bhaktivinod Dhara can immediately arrest this 
effect.  Mayavadis and other spiritual mafioso act so humbly but this 
is merely external. We can go mad to see their sweet approach. 
Don’t believe the illusion. Inside of the external lamination of 
humbleness, a ferocious tiger resides in their heart. They promise us 
so much glamour, position and honor that we are tempted to step 
into their preplanned network. For example, though we are not at all 
fit to speak Harikatha, still they allow us to speak in front of the 
public to confer some false prathista on us. Sometimes, they allow 
us to write an article in their useless magazine to feed our false 
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pride. Why would we do this when the countless writings (Vaikuntah 
Vani) of our previous Gaudiya Guru Varga like Srila Bhaktinvod 
Thakur and Srila Prabhupada Sarasvati are waiting to catch our 
attention? Unluckily, due to the manipulation and distraction 
perpetrated by such mafias, these Gaudiya writings are not given the 
chance to save us from Maya. What can be the exact plan of those 
spiritual cabals? In the guise of being Vaisnavas (sannyasis, 
brahamcaris, acaryas) they are nonetheless Mayavadis. They are 
planning to destroy the total system of Visva Vaisnava Raja Sabha. I 
intend to expose their real features and also their criminal activities 
for the sake of foolish and naive people. 

If anyone tries to cut the direct link of seva with Gurudeva or 
with Srila Prabhupada Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Thakur, in 
that case the false title of ‘Gurusevak’ conferred on that demon will 
automatically get severed. Whom to save!? Each and every one of 
them is going to jump into the glowing fire of Maya. 

 
 

Gaura Hari Haribol! 
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